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Evacuation Instructions
In case of fire alarm*
o Stop all activity
o Try to staycalm, do not run
o Follow COST staff and the evacuationsignals
o Emergency exits are located after the bathrooms 

at the entrance of the office
o Do not use the elevators!
o Jointhe meeting point, outside of the building

*Fire alarm test: every 1st Tuesday of the month at 
2pm!
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Evacuation Instructions
You will arrive at the Manhattan reception (ground floor)

COST

ÅExit the building and go to the right (Proxy Shop and Vlerick School) 
ÅThen turn right  of the Manhattan Center and cross the street to the meeting point on Bd Albert II
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Evacuation Instructions
People with 
reduced mobility
or other health 
restrictions/issues:
ÅWhen you arrive let 

COST reception know
Å wait for fire marshals 

to pick you up just 
inside the entrance 
door at the 23rd floor



5



Agenda 19 June 2025

ÅWelcome 

ÅScience for Policy activities at COST

ÅHow to achieve policy impact? Experience from the field à first session

ÅEU Science for Policy initiatives 

ÅJRC Competence Framework for researchers (part 1)

ÅWhat do I need to know about achieving policy impact?

ÅJRC Competence Framework for researchers (part 2)

ÅRole play

ÅReflections on policy impact

ÅBreak-out sessions: drafting a stakeholder engagement strategy for your Action

ÅScience for Policy initiative developed by MSCA unit

ÅHow to achieve policy impact? Experience from the field à second session

ÅClosure + dinner
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For reflection:

ü Why would you like to develop a policy approach for your Action?

ü What are your expectations of implementing a policy approach /  policy 
related activities?

ü What are your main take aways from today, e.g. are there any ideas or 
initiatives you would like to replicate or use as inspiration for your 
Action?

ü How do you think your Action will benefit from implementing a policy 
approach /  policy focused activities?

ü Can you share any good policy practices already implemented by your 
Action?
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Science for Policy activities at COST

Judith Litjens
COST Policy Adviser
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COST policy brief 
ŎĈĤĵĪİįĴ ĵİ ĈĤĵĪİįĴŏ
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ėİĭĪĤĺ ģĳĪĦħ ŎĈĤĵĪİįĴ ĵİ ĈĤĵĪİįĴŏ

Practical guidance from 10 COST Actions on how to 
achieve policy impact

Offering concrete advice to running COST Actions, the 
policy brief focuses on:
ÅWhen and how to approach policy stakeholders

ÅEffective ways of communicating (complex) research findings 
relevant for policy

ÅThe need to consider the timeliness of messaging

ÅInspirational examples of policy impact achieved by the Actions that 
participated in the workshop
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Key points raised by 10 COST Actions

ü Policy makers are őıĢĳĵ of the ĴİĭĶĵĪİįŒ: involve them at an early 
stage and make them co-creators of the policy impact of your 
Action.

ü The need to formulate clear, concise and specific messages to 
policy makers.

üHow to align the strive for uniformity in the EU context while 
respecting the diversity of various national contexts. 

ü The mandate for a research network does not necessarily involve 
a mandate to instruct policy makers, which means that time has to 
be specifically dedicated to the policy process.
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Tips from COST Actions
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Examples of policy impact by COST Actions
ü ICSHNetpublishedan Action ConsensusStatement on contaminated

sites and health, recognised by the UN European Environment and
Health TaskForce (EHTF)as a guidingexamplefor Member States in
preparingtheir nationalportfolios of action in this priority area.

ü SACURIMAhas provided input into the EUROSTAT Farm Injury Survey 
and several Action participants met with Commissioner Gabriel and 
relevant MEPs, to promote their policy recommendations.

ü ENRESSH impacted national discourses (Poland, Denmark, Norway, 
Switzerland and the Republic of North Macedonia) on research 
evaluation in the social sciences and humanities, and advised national 
funders and ministries on national evaluation procedures.
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COST policy brief 
ŎĈĤĵĪİįĴ ĵİ ĈĤĵĪİįĴŏ

https://www.cost.eu/uploads/2021/06/210224_COST_policy-impact.pdf
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COST Actions in the policy spotlight
Spring 2025

16
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COST participation in the SAM Conference 
27-28 May 2025 à Vienna
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ĊĩĢĪĳ ėĳİħ! čĳĢįĤĪĴĤİ ĚĪĮȃĦĴ 
pitched the policy impact of the 
RURAL NEET Action & CIG in the 
SAM plenary



ĚİĮĦ ĵĢĬĦ ĢĸĢĺŏĴ ħĳİĮ ĵĩĦ ĚĈĔ ĤİįħĦĳĦįĤĦ

ü Come up with concrete actions, actionable recommendations and 
avoid detail;

ü Avoid complex graphs /  infographics that are not easy to understand

ü Argue your proposal makes economic sense

ü Accept that policy makers take something of your study, even if ĪĵŏĴ not 
the full thing

ü Be aware that not all policy decisions are science based

ü Understand the political climate ĸĦŏĳĦ in and what the policy priorities 
are à listen to the needs of your policy makers
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ĚİĮĦ ĵĢĬĦ ĢĸĢĺŏĴ ħĳİĮ ĵĩĦ ĚĈĔ ĤİįħĦĳĦįĤĦ

ü Include uncertainties in your scientific advice to policy makers

ü Build trust  through building relationships

üċİįŏĵ be afraid to jump at an opportunity to provide input as an ECR!

ü Translate your research results into a language that policy makers 
understand and that appeals to them.

Key challenge:

ü It takes a long time to prepare scientific advice, but policy cycles are 
very short à how can we work with this system?
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MEP Bart Eickhout (Group of the Greens): 

őĈĴ a scientist, be aware that policy makers may be intimidated by 
you as you carry with you a lot of ĬįİĸĭĦĥĨĦŒ.

W.H. Auden: 

When I find myself in the company of scientists, 

I feel like a shabby curate who has strayed 

by mistake into a drawing room full of dukes.
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Key message:

We (policy makers and researchers) need to 
spend more time together!
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CA19112 Women on the Move documentary screening 
at the European Parliament à 4 June 2025
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ċİĤĶĮĦįĵĢĳĺ ŎĐį ĵĩĦ ĚĩĢĥİĸŏ Ģĵ ĵĩĦ 
European Parliament on 4 June 2025:
- Supported by 2 MEPs;
- Approached all Belgian-based 

NGOs and CSOs working on 
women migration with an invitation 
to the screening;

- The documentary has also been 
screened at universities and 
European institutions in France, 
Italy, Spain, Iceland, Ireland, and 
Georgia. 



COST Science4Policy web page
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Science- informed policy advice -  COST

https://cost.eu/about/strategy/science-for-policy/


COST Science4Policy web page
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Basecamp

Creation of a virtual space for COST Actions to exchange 
good practices, experiences and to ask questions

26



Basecamp
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Group photo



Prof. Ilaria Mariotti
Chair of COST Action:
The Geography of New Working Spaces 
and the Impact on the Periphery

29

How to achieve policy impact?
Experience from the field



Action Chair, Grant Holder Scientific Representative
Dr. Ilaria Mariotti, Ilaria.mariotti@polimi.it

Dissemination  Approach

Brussels, June 19th, 2025



The network of CA18214 is 
signed by 30 COST 
members, 160 participants!

ÅAlbania
ÅAustria
ÅBelgium
ÅBulgaria
ÅCzech Republic
ÅEstonia
ωFinland
ÅFrance
ÅGermany
ÅGreece
ÅHungary
ÅIreland
ÅIsrael
ÅItaly

ÅMalta
ÅMoldova
ÅNetherlands
ÅNorth Macedonia
ÅNorway
ÅPoland
ÅPortugal
ÅRomania
ÅSerbia
ÅSlovakia
ÅSlovenia
ÅSpain
ÅSweden
ÅSwitzerland
ÅTurkey
ÅUnited Kingdom

COST Near Neighbour Countries, MC Observer
Lebanese University, Beirut Lebanon 

COST International Partner Countries, 4 MC Observers
aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴ {ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΣ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ¦{!
Cornell University, College of Human Ecology USA
Université du Québec à Montréal, UQAM, Canada
Universidade do Estado de Santa Catarina (UDESC) | Santa Catarina State University, 
Brazil

Start date: 01/10/2019 ς End date: 30/03/2024 
(Extension by 6 months)



OBJECTIVES
COST Action CA18214

1) Developing a comparative perspective on definition, development, 
glossary, taxonomy, location determinants of New Working Spaces 
(NeWSp) in the several partner countries, considering the different 
disciplinary perspectives of the partners, comparing the state of the art of 
research carried out by the participants involved in the network. [WG1 
Glossary and Taxonomy]

1) Developing a European comparative perspective on the best practices 
about NeWSp concerning the effects on the new working spaces and 
workers performance (direct effects), and the urban environment 
(indirect effects). [WG2 Atlas]

1) Involving partner countries in a comparative assessment of practices 
about NeWSp at the European level in order to evaluate conditions for 
transferability of policy and planning tools and mechanisms, and provide 
recommendations towards a common European framework for 
promoting NeWSp with particular attention to peripheral areas [WG3 
Tool Box]

From the Memorandum of Understanding

NeWSp such as i) collaborative and creative working spaces (coworking spaces and smart

work centres); (ii) makerspaces and other technical spaces (fablabs, open workshops); (iii)

other new working spaces (hackerspaces, Living Lab and corporate labs); (iv) informal new

working spaces (coffee shops and public libraries).





Involve STAKEHOLDERS and Make PARTNERSHIPS!!!

NETWORKS

1. Coworking Symposium
2. Transdisciplinary Workplace Research 

(TWR) 
3. Research Group on Collaborative 

Spaces (RGCS)

ITALIAN COWORKING organisation

The collaboration aims to define contents 
and methods for surveys and support WG2

RESEARCH PARTNERS 

Coral-ITN (2020-2024) Ψ9ȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ the impacts 
of collaborative workspaces in rural and 
peripheral areas in the 9¦έ (2020-2024). 



1) Web site 
2) Newsletter for Internal and External Stakeholders

3)  Events
Á National and European workshops
Á Training school for researchers, practitioners, 
policy makers

4) Social media
Á Youtube channel
Á Podcast series 
Á Webinars
Á TWITTER,LINKEDIN,FACEBOOK,RESEARCHGATE

https://new-working-spaces.eu/materials-for-stakeholders/

How to engage with policymakers



6) Participation in national and international 
Conferences, Workshops, Seminars

7) Publications: reports/papers/books/TOOLKIT  

8) Participation in national and international 
projects

https://new-working-spaces.eu/materials-for-stakeholders/

How to engage with policymakers

NATIONAL PROJECTS
INTERCOST projects 

- INTER-EXCELLENCE Regional 
development and public policy under 

creative economy: Mapping, 
knowledge sharing and management 
of New Working Spaces in the Czech 

Republic (2020-2024)
- [ƻŎŀƭ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǎǇŀŎŜǎέ 

(2020-2024) Poland
- New workspaces, economic 

approaches and environmental 
challenges and their reflection in 
public policies. Czech Republic



The Toolkit focuses on policy and planning tools that could 
be favourably considered to foster the development of NeWSp 
and mitigate the potential negative effects, especially concerning
The diffusion in peripheral and rural areas.

Consultation with experts in the field was crucial: a 3-hour 
workshop took place in Brussels on February 5th, 2024.
Four tables were organized to discuss complementary topics 
moderated by 5 COST members. 

31 participants (researchers, policymakers, and practitioners) discussed
the effects of NeWSp on individuals, organizations, and territories, 
trying to elaborate on how these can be tackled from a policy point 
of view. 
As a result of such a participatory approach, this Toolkit proposes 
multiple actions bound on six key objectives.



THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME

WEBSITEwww.new-working-spaces.eu 
EUROPEAN WEBSITE https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA18214
TWITTER - https://twitter.com/NewWorkingSpace 
LINKEDIN - https://www.linkedin.com/company/cost-action-ca-18214/
FACEBOOK - https://www.facebook.com/COSTActionCA18214NeW.Sp
RESEARCH GATE: https://www.researchgate.net/project/COST-ACTION-CA18214-The-Geography-of-New-Working-Spaces-and-the-Impact-on-the-Periphery
YOU TUBE: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLwRnrt1PUCuWTjpTpucJrLOa8k3Mpl697 

http://www.new-working-spaces.eu/
https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA18214/#tabs%7CName:overview
https://twitter.com/NewWorkingSpace
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cost-action-ca-18214/
https://www.facebook.com/COSTActionCA18214NeW.Sp
https://www.researchgate.net/project/COST-ACTION-CA18214-The-Geography-of-New-Working-Spaces-and-the-Impact-on-the-Periphery
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLwRnrt1PUCuWTjpTpucJrLOa8k3Mpl697


Dr Michael Walkenhorst
WG leader of the MedPlants4Vet 
COST Action

39

How to achieve policy impact?
Experience from the field
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How to achieve policy impact? Experience from the CA22109 
òMedicinal plants for animal health care: Translating tradition into 
modern veterinary medicine (MedPlants4Vet)ó 

Bruxelles, 19th of June 2025
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Antimicrobial resistance and environmental pollution based on synthetic
veterinary medicinal products for companion as well as farm animals is a 
high risk for human and animal health , as well as for the global ecosystem .
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Herbal veterinary medicinal products might be one option to
reduce the use of antibiotics and synthetic drugs é
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Herbal veterinary medicinal products might be one option to
reduce the use of antibiotics and synthetic drugs é but  is there a 
future for herbal veterinary medicine in Europe?

EU-Regulation (EU) 2019/6 

Preamble 12:

There is insufficient information to date on traditional herbal products used to treat 

animals in order to allow the setting up of a simplified system . Therefore, the possibility of 

introducing such a simplified system should be examined by the Commission based on the 

information provided by the Member States on the use of such products on their territory.

Article 157:

Commission report on traditional herbal products used to treat animals

The Commission shall report to the European Parliament and to the Council by 29 January 2027, 

on traditional herbal products used to treat animals in the Union. If appropriate, the Commission 

shall make a legislative proposal in order to introduce a simplified system for registering 

traditional herbal products used to treat animals .

The Member States shall provide information to the Commission on such traditional herbal products 

within their territories.
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Is there really insufficient  information on 
traditional herbal products used to treat 
animals é ?
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Stucki et al., 2019

Hippiatrika, 300 AD
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Letõsgain sufficient information é

Åé and start to go for a COST-
Action

ÅFirst trial: 2021 é


