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Agenda 20 June 2025
• Welcome 
• International scientific networking – COST Global networking
• Group photo
• EU Global Approach to Research and Innovation
• Break out session
• Coffee break
• Global networking in practice
• Breakout session
• Networking lunch
• Group discussion on international scientific networking
• Networking coffee – end of the meeting
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Survey
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HTTPS://FORMS.
OFFICE.COM/E/Q
BJQ22EJWG



International scientific networking – COST 
Global networking
Katalin Alföldi
COST Policy Adviser



COST International scientific networking
- COST Association

- Go beyond the COST Action participants’ informal connections
- Explore collaboration with partners beyond  Europe
- Provide structured collaboration with research communities beyond the COST membership
- Raise awareness about COST as an entry point for collaboration with Europe

- COST Actions
- international cooperation is in the DNA of COST Actions
- partners from 3rd states
- international outreach: advancing research, accessing infrastructure, creating knowledge, 

sharing expertise, co-publication
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 Albania
 Armenia
 Austria
 Belgium
 Bosnia and Herzegovina
 Bulgaria
 Croatia
 Cyprus
 Czech Republic
 Denmark
 Estonia
 Finland
 France
 Georgia

 Germany
 Greece
 Hungary*
 Iceland
 Ireland
 Italy
 Latvia
 Lithuania
 Luxembourg
 Malta
 The Republic of Moldova
 Montenegro
 The Netherlands
 The Republic of 

North Macedonia

 Norway
 Poland
 Portugal
 Romania
 Serbia
 Slovakia
 Slovenia
 Spain
 Sweden
 Switzerland
 Türkiye
 Ukraine
 United Kingdom

 Israel  South Africa
1 Cooperating Member 1 Partner Member 

COST Membership
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41 Full COST Members

 COST Members non-ITCs  
(Inclusiveness Target Countries)

 COST Members ITCs 
 COST Cooperating Member
 COST Partner Member
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 COST Members 
 COST Partner Member
 COST Near Neighbour Countries
 Third States/International Partner Countries 

COST International scientific networking

As of 6 May 2022 until further notice, measures are 
taken to suspend cooperation with Russia and as of 
2 March 2023 until further notice, measures are 
taken to suspend cooperation with Belarus, and 
non-government controlled territories of 
Ukraine, for the execution of the COST Actions and 
COST activities. Amongst these measures, 
participation and eligibility of COST Action 
participants affiliated to a legal entity established 
in Russia, Belarus, and in non-government 
controlled territories of Ukraine, are suspended for 
all COST Actions and COST activities.



Non-COST country participation
(in running COST Actions October 2024)
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Implementation
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 COST Near Neighbour Countries (NNCs): Algeria, Azerbaijan, 
Belarus***, Egypt, Faroe Islands, Jordan, Kosovo*, Lebanon, Libya, 
Morocco, Palestine**, Russia***, Syria and Tunisia

 COST 3rd States
 Science diplomacy *This designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSC 1244 and the 

ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of Independence.  
**This designation shall not be construed as recognition of a State of Palestine and is without 
prejudice to the individual positions of the Member States on this issue.ௗ
***As of 6 May 2022 until further notice, measures are taken to suspend cooperation with Russia 
and as of 2 March 2023 until further notice, measures are taken to suspend cooperation 
with Belarus, and non-government controlled territories of Ukraine, for the execution of the 
COST Actions and COST activities. Amongst these measures, participation and eligibility of COST 
Action participants affiliated to a legal entity established in Russia, Belarus, and in non-
government controlled territories of Ukraine, are suspended for all COST Actions and COST 
activities.



Non-COST country participation 
(running COST Actions 2021 Nov – October 2024)
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Number of COST Actions and working group 
members, COST NNCs 

(running COST Actions, 2023 November - October 2024)
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Am I eligible?
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Eligibility of participation and 
receiving financial support 
 As a participant of a running Action: 

 Working group member
 Ad-hoc participant

 As a member of the proposing 
team of a new COST Action

 As external expert to evaluate 
submitted proposals and COST 
Actions progress

 Eligibility for 
reimbursement: 
 COST members
 COST NNCs

 Limited financial 
support:
 3rd states 
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Location of COST Action networking activity
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Access to leadership 
positions
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Group photo



Bernhard FABIANEK
Ágota DÁVID
European Commission, DG RTD
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Europe's strategy for 
international cooperation in a 
changing world
3rd countries associations to 
Horizon Europe 



Research and 
Innovation 

THE EU

RESEARCH&
INNOVATION
PROGRAMME 2021 – 27

Bernhard Fabianek, Ágota Dávid –
20.06.2025



International cooperation 

• Tackling together global 
societal challenges; 

• Bring together the 
world's best talents, 
expertise and 
resources; 

• Enhance supply and 
demand of innovative 
solutions

Why? How?
• Association to Horizon Europe

• Low- and middle-income countries
are eligible for funding

• Other third countries are eligible for
funding if their participation is 
crucial (flagging) - Beneficiary. 

• Otherwise they have to finance
their own participation – Associated
partner



Association

Categories for association:

(a) Members of the European Free Trade Association, which are members of 
the EEA;
(b) Acceding countries, candidate countries and potential candidates;
(c) European Neighbourhood Policy countries;
(d) Third countries and territories that fulfil all of the following criteria:

(i) Good capacity in STI;
(ii) Rule-based open market economy;
(iii) Active promotion of the well-being of citizens.



Association to Horizon Europe 
21 Associated 
Countries 

Covering 5 
continents 

Exploratory talks 
with Japan



Different types of association
Full Association

Category A, B, C countries:

Albania, Armenia, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Georgia, Iceland, 
Israel, Kosovo, Moldova, 
Montenegro, North Macedonia, 
Norway, Serbia,Tunisia, Türkiye, 
Ukraine

Egypt

Partial association (Pillar II)

Category D countries:

Canada, 
New Zealand

South Korea

Category D – Full association
Faroe Islands
United Kingdom
Switzerland

*This designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSC 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the 
Kosovo Declaration of Independence.
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Funding modalities

GDP based - MSGDP based - MS

Pay as you go - ACPay as you go - AC

Co-funding – high income third
countries
Co-funding – high income third
countries
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Receive funding directly from the programme 

Consortium Coordinator 

Access to (almost) all calls

Observer status in the Programme Committees as part of Horizon Europe 
Governance 

What changes?
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Choose Europe
for Science
Freedom of scientific research
Favourable research and living conditions
Dedicated schemes for individual researchers

• MSCA postdoctoral fellowships, 
• MSCA Choose Europe for Science Initiative
• ERC grants

More information:
Choose Europe: advance your research career in the EU
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Thank you for your attention

© European Union 2023

Unless otherwise noted the reuse of this presentation is authorised under the CC BY 4.0 license. For any use or reproduction of elements that are 
not owned by the EU, permission may need to be sought directly from the respective right holders.

Slide xx: element concerned, source: e.g. Fotolia.com; Slide xx: element concerned, source: e.g. iStock.com



Jens HÖGEL
European Commission, DG RTD
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Europe's strategy for 
international cooperation in a 
changing world
low- and middle-income countries 
and in particular Africa



The EU’s approach to international scientific 
collaboration with low- and middle-income 
countries and in particular the collaboration with 
Africa

20 June 2025

Jens Hoegel
Team Leader
European Commission
DG RTD Unit 04 – International Cooperation Asia, Pacific, 
Africa and the Middle East
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International Cooperation in Horizon Europe

* The European Institute of Innovation & Technology (EIT) is not part of the Specific Programme

EURATOMHORIZON EUROPE

Research 
actions

Development 
actions

SPECIFIC 
PROGRAMME: 
EUROPEAN 
DEFENCE FUND

Fusion

Joint Research 
Center

Fission

SPECIFIC PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTING HORIZON EUROPE & EIT*

Exclusive focus on civil applications

WIDENING PARTICIPATION AND STRENGTHENING THE EUROPEAN RESEARCH AREA

Reforming & Enhancing the European R&I systemWidening participation & spreading excellence

Pillar I
EXCELLENT SCIENCE

European Research Council

Marie Skłodowska-Curie

Research Infrastructures

Pillar III
INNOVATIVE EUROPE

European Innovation 
Council

European Innovation 
Ecosystems

European Institute of 
Innovation & Technology*

Pillar II
GLOBAL CHALLENGES & 
EUROPEAN INDUSTRIAL 
COMPETITIVENESS

• Health
• Culture, Creativity & 

Inclusive Society 
• Civil Security for Society
• Digital, Industry & Space
• Climate, Energy & Mobility
• Food, Bioeconomy, Natural 

Resources, Agriculture & 
Environment

C
lu

st
er

s

Joint Research Centre

Exclusive focus on 
defence research 
& development
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EU-Africa cooperation
in Research & Innovation (R&I)

• As a strategic partner, the EU seeks to enhance cooperation with Africa to promote targeted actions to finding locally 
adapted solutions to global challenges that often-hit Africa hardest.

• The Comprehensive EU strategy with Africa and the Global Approach to Research & Innovation (R&I) are the EU’s most 
recent policy initiatives that prioritise R&I as a key dimension of sustainable development. 

─ The Comprehensive EU Strategy with Africa proposes to scale up the EU’s academic and scientific cooperation with Africa,
with a view to creating prosperous knowledge societies in both continents. 

─ The EU Global Approach to R&I foresees special openness vis-à-vis African countries that wish to thrive as knowledge-
based economies and accelerate their sustainable and inclusive development.

• The AU-EU High Level Policy Dialogue (HLPD) on Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) (est. 2010) is the policy forum 
where regular exchanges on R&I policy take place and where long-term priorities to strengthen cooperation are established. 
Under its aegis, the first ever AU-EU R&I Ministerial Meeting took place in July 2020, establishing the 4 joint priorities of 
the AU-EU cooperation in R&I:

Public Health Green Transition Innovation & Technology Capacities for Science
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The Joint AU-EU Innovation Agenda

Short-, medium-
and long-term set of 

actions, according to four 
joint priority areas:

i. Public Health
ii. Green Transition
iii. Innovation & 

Technology
iv. Capacities for Science

+ the additional
v. Cross-cutting issues

Mapping of gaps
& needs for each

priority area

4 objectives:

Aiming to foster the translation of R&I into tangible goods, services, businesses and jobs 
in both Africa and Europe 

• Drafted through a concerted “Team Africa-Europe” work, involving AU and the EU Member States and Commissions, under the AU-EU 
High-Level Policy Dialogue (HLPD) on Science, Technology and Innovation (STI). 

• Working document published in February 2022, extensively discussed over a ‘Stakeholder Dialogue Process’ throughout 2022, 
culminated in the AU-EU Innovation Agenda Stakeholder Event in Nov. 2022 in Nairobi.  

• Final version of the Agenda prepared building on the feedback and input received from Stakeholders. Adopted on 19 July 2023. 

• Currently under implementation. Supported, from the EU side, by the Global Gateway Africa – Europe 
Investment Package as well as Horizon Europe (e.g. “Africa Initiatives” and “Med Initiatives”).



Guiding principles:

• Commitment to openness 

• Values & Principles

• Pursuit of a level playing field and reciprocity

• Pool global efforts to tackle global challenges

International Cooperation in R&I
Global approach to Research and Innovation
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Openness
• Horizon Europe ‘by-default’ open to almost all countries

• Non-discriminatory: researchers and innovators of any nationality can apply
for grants (MSCA, ERC...)

• Association to the Programme:
─ Countries associated to HE: 

Albania, Armenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Canada, Faroe Islands, Georgia, Iceland, Israel,
Kosovo*, Moldova, Montenegro, New Zeeland, North Macedonia, Norway, Serbia, Tunisia, Türkiye,
Ukraine, UK

─ In the “process of Association”: Egypt, Morocco, Switzerland, South Korea
list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf

International Cooperation in Horizon Europe
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Access to Horizon Europe funding
• Automatically eligible for EU funding (“Beneficiaries”)

─ Low- and Middle-Income Countries (see list)

─ Countries associated to Horizon Europe

• Non-associated third countries not eligible for EU funding
(“Associated partners”)
─ Exceptions on a case-by-case basis +  specified in topic calls

• Co-funding mechanisms

─ E.g. Canada, Monaco, China, Switzerland… (Guide CFM on F&T Portal) 

International Cooperation in Horizon Europe
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Targeted international cooperation actions (1/2)

• Flagging of call topics specifically relevant for International Cooperation in the 
Work Programmes, e.g. in:

─ Strategic thematic areas (topics)
─ Geographical areas (countries/regions)
─ Multilateral initiatives
─ Collaboration with key partners

• WP 25: 35% International Cooperation-flagged topics; see F&T Portal
– filter for International Cooperation

International Cooperation in Horizon Europe
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Targeted international cooperation actions (2/2)
• Cooperation with Africa and MED under the HE ‘Africa Initiative’ and new 

‘Mediterranean Initiative’.

• Cooperation with China in line with the ongoing discussions on the Joint Roadmap for 
the future of EU-China cooperation in science, technology, and innovation

─ Aim is a more nuanced and transactional approach for collaboration with China

─ Cooperation in Food, Agriculture and Biotechnology (FAB) and Climate Change and 
Biodiversity (CCB) research flagship initiatives. Chinese participants will be funded by the 
Ministry of Science and Technology of the People’s Republic of China. 

─ Article 22.6 applies to limit Chinese participation in innovation actions. 

International Cooperation in Horizon Europe
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Africa Initiative III

• Building on the positive outcomes of the Africa Initiative I+II of Horizon Europe Work Programmes 2021-2024.

• In the WP 2025 a total budget of 500.5 MEUR through 24 topics under calls for proposals to boost EU-Africa 
cooperation on Research & Innovation (R&I). 

• Enabling the implementation of the short-term and medium-term actions of the AU-EU Innovation Agenda, 
aiming to translate R&I into tangible positive impact on the ground, particularly in the areas of 1:

1. Public Health (50 MEUR)
2. Green Transition (241 MEUR)
3. Innovation & Technology (186.5 MEUR)
4. Capacities for Science (3.5 MEUR)
5. Cross-cutting issues (19.5 MEUR)

• Publication of Horizon Europe Work Programme 2025: 15 May 2025, please check also for date of closing of 
calls (EU funding & tenders’ portal).

In Horizon Europe Work Programme 2025

40 1 The AU-EU R&I priority area of Public Health is further addressed through the calls of the Global Health EDCTP3 Joint Undertaking. 



Public Health

30

DeadlineBudgetTopic titleAction ID

16/09/202550 MEUR;
Up to 10 MEUR per 
grant

Development of antibodies 
and antibody-derived proteins 
for the prevention and 
treatment of infectious 
diseases with epidemic 
potential

HORIZON-HLTH-
2025-01-DISEASE-03

RIA - E

• The AU-EU R&I priority area of Public Health is further addressed through 
the calls of the Global Health EDCTP3 Joint Undertaking.

CSA = Coordination and Support Action
IA = Innovation Action
RIA = Research & Innovation Action

Participation of African entities:
Required (R) / Encouraged (E)
Limited (L) / Not specified (N)



Green Transition – Climate Change and 
Sustainable Energy

31

DeadlineBudgetTopic titleAction ID

24/09/202515 MEUR;
Up to 5 MEUR per 
grant

Fostering equity and justice in climate policies –
Societal Readiness Pilot

HORIZON-CL5-2025-06-D1-06

RIA – N

02/09/202520 MEUR;
Up to 10 MEUR per
grant

Sustainable processing and refining of raw 
materials to produce battery grade Li-ion battery 
materials (Batt4EU Partnership)

HORIZON-CL5-2025-02-D2-03

IA – L

02/09/20254 MEURBuilding a Long-Term Africa Union (AU) and 
European Union (EU) Research and Innovation 
joint collaboration on Sustainable Renewable 
Energies

HORIZON-CL5-2025-02-D3-15

CSA – R

24/09/20254 MEURImplementing the climate action pillar of the EU-
African Union Partnership on Climate Change and 
Sustainable Energy

HORIZON-CL5-2025-06-D1-07

CSA – R

16/09/20256 MEURInnovative solutions for resilient and climate-
adapted coastal communities in the Atlantic

HORIZON-CL6-2025-02-
COMMUNITIES-03

IA – L (Caps Verde, Ghana, 
Morocco, Senegal, South Africa)

CSA = Coordination and Support Action
IA = Innovation Action
RIA = Research & Innovation Action

Participation of African entities:
Required (R) / Encouraged (E)
Limited (L) / Not specified (N)



Green Transition – Food and Nutrition 
Security and Sustainable Agriculture

DeadlineBudgetTopic titleAction ID

16/09/20256 MEURDeveloping a joint AU-EU Agricultural Knowledge 
and Innovation System (AKIS) supporting the 
Food and Nutrition Security and Sustainable 
Agriculture (FNSSA) partnership

HORIZON-CL6-2025-02-
FARM2FORK-16

RIA – R

16/09/20258 MEURNutrition in emergency situations - Ready-to-use
Supplementary Food (RUSF) and Ready-to-use
Therapeutic Food (RUTF)

HORIZON-CL6-2025-02-
FARM2FORK-17

RIA – R

16/09/202512 MEUR; Up
to 6 MEUR per 
grant

Developing innovative phytosanitary measures for
plant health - focus on systems approach for pest
risk management

HORIZON-CL6-2025-02-
FARM2FORK-05

RIA – E

04/09/2025
(1st Stage), 
18/02/2026
(2nd Stage)

12 MEUR; Up
to 6 MEUR per 
grant

Developing agroecology living labs and 
lighthouses for climate action under the Food and 
Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture 
(FNSSA) partnership

HORIZON-CL6-2025-02-
FARM2FORK-05-two-
stage

RIA – R

04/09/2025
(1st Stage),
18/02/2026
(2nd Stage)

12 MEUR. Up
to 6 MEUR per
grant

Broadening the living labs approach for soil health 
in Africa and Latin America and the Caribbean 
(LAC)

HORIZON-MISS-2025-05-
SOIL-02-two-stage

RIA – E
CSA = Coordination and Support Action
IA = Innovation Action
RIA = Research & Innovation Action

Participation of African entities:
Required (R) / Encouraged (E)
Limited (L) / Not specified (N)32



Green Transition – Water Security 
and Biodiversity

CommentsBudgetTopic titleAction ID

16/09/202570 MEUR, divided 
as follows:
23 MEUR in 2025;
23 MEUR in 2026;
24 MEUR in 2027

Additional activities for the 
European Partnership Water 
Security for the Planet 
(Water4All)

HORIZON-CL6-2025-02-
CLIMATE-05

Programme Co-fund Action – N

16/09/202512 MEUR; Up to 6
MEUR per grant

Overcoming the barriers for 
scaling up circular water 
management in agriculture

HORIZON-CL6-2025-02-
FARM2FORK-03

IA – E

17/09/202560 MEUR,
divided as follows: 
20 MEUR in 2025;
20 MEUR in 2026;
20 MEUR in 2027

Additional activities for the 
European Biodiversity 
Partnership: Biodiversa+

HORIZON-CL6-2025-01-
BIODIV-01

Programme co-fund action – N

CSA = Coordination and Support Action
IA = Innovation Action
RIA = Research & Innovation Action

Participation of African entities:
Required (R) / Encouraged (E)
Limited (L) / Not specified (N)33



Green Transition / 
Cross-cutting issues

DeadlineBudgetTopic titleAction ID

16/09/20252 MEURMigration and climate change: 
building resilience and enhancing 
sustainability

HORIZON-CL2-2025-01-
TRANSFO-11

CSA – E

CSA = Coordination and Support Action
IA = Innovation Action
RIA = Research & Innovation Action

Participation of African entities:
Required (R) / Encouraged (E)
Limited (L) / Not specified (N)

45



Green Transition / 
Innovation & Technology

DeadlineBudgetTopic titleAction ID

23/09/202590 MEUR,
divided as 
follows:
45 MEUR in
2025
45 MEUR in
2027

EU Co-funded Partnership on 
raw materials for the green and 
digital transition (Co-funded 
partnership Raw Materials for
the Green and Digital Transition)

HORIZON-CL4-INDUSTRY-
2025-01-MATERIALS-64

Programme Co-fund Action – L

CSA = Coordination and Support Action
IA = Innovation Action
RIA = Research & Innovation Action

Participation of African entities:
Required (R) / Encouraged (E)
Limited (L) / Not specified (N)
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DeadlineBudgetTopic titleAction ID

12/11/202513.5 MEUR, Up
to 4.50 MEUR
per grant

Open topic on testing / validating tools, 
technologies and data used in cross-border 
prevention, preparedness and responses to 
climate extreme and geological events and 
chemical, biological or radiological emergency 
threats

HORIZON-CL3-2025-01-DRS-03

IA – L

23/09/202524 MEUR;
Up to 8 MEUR
per grant

Technologies for critical raw
materials and strategic raw materials from end-
of-life products

HORIZON-CL4-INDUSTRY-2025-
01-MATERIALS-61

IA – L

23/09/202530 MEUR;
Up to 7.5 MEUR
per grant

Strategic Partnerships for Raw Materials: 
Innovative Approaches for sustainable 
production of Critical Raw Materials

HORIZON-CL4-INDUSTRY-2025-
01-MATERIALS-62

IA – L

23/09/202524 MEUR;
Up to 8 MEUR 
per grant

Innovative solutions for the sustainable
production for Semiconductor raw materials

HORIZON-CL4-INDUSTRY-2025-
01-MATERIALS-63

IA – L

02/10/20255 MEUR; Up to 
1-1.5 MEUR per
grant

GenAI for AfricaHORIZON-CL4-2025-04-HUMAN-
08

RIA – R

Innovation & Technology

CSA = Coordination and Support Action
IA = Innovation Action
RIA = Research & Innovation Action

Participation of African entities:
Required (R) / Encouraged (E)
Limited (L) / Not specified (N)47



DeadlineBudgetTopic titleAction ID

16/09/20253.5 MEURBridging historical past and 
future potential through 
conservation, preservation, 
and adaptive use of Europe’s 
contentious and
dissonant heritage

HORIZON-CL2-2025-01-
HERITAGE-08

CSA – E

Capacities for Science / 
Cross-cutting issues

CSA = Coordination and Support Action
IA = Innovation Action
RIA = Research & Innovation Action

Participation of African entities:
Required (R) / Encouraged (E)
Limited (L) / Not specified (N)48
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Cross-cutting issues

DeadlineBudgetTopic titleAction ID

12/11/202510.5 MEUR;
Up to 3.5 
MEUR per 
grant

Open topic on Improving 
disaster risk management and 
governance to ensure self-
sufficiency and sustainability
of operations in support of 
enhanced resilience

HORIZON-CL3-2025-01-
DRS-02

RIA - L

16/09/20257 MEUR; Up
to 3-3.5
MEUR per 
grant

Open strategic autonomy, 
economic and research 
security in EU foreign policy

HORIZON-CL2-2025-01-
DEMOCRACY-04

RIA - N

CSA = Coordination and Support Action
IA = Innovation Action
RIA = Research & Innovation Action

Participation of African entities:
Required (R) / Encouraged (E)
Limited (L) / Not specified (N)



Examples of successful EU-AU R&I Partnerships
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Public 
Health

• R&I Partnership on Food Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture (FNSSA) channeled a joint 
investment of 710 MEUR for >300 projects, on four priorities:

1) Sustainable intensification;
2) Agriculture and food systems for nutrition;
3) Expansion and improvement of agricultural trade and markets;
4) Cross-cutting topics.

— 27 EU and 47 AU countries, 875 EU and 557 AU partners involved.

• R&I Partnership on Climate Change Sustainable Energy (CCSE), with an investment of 288 MEUR for 
climate services, renewable energy and energy efficiency which will support adaptation and mitigation 
efforts in various sectors for Africa and implementation of the Paris Agreement on Climate Change.
— 44 funded projects (+ 23 from co-funded calls). 27 EU and 28 AU countries, 425 EU and 177 AU 

partners involved.

Green
Transition

• The European and Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP):
— Joint investment of 1.5 BEUR for EDCTP1 and EDCTP2, > 680 projects funded
— 19 EU (15 in EDCTP Association) and 44 AU countries (29 in EDCTP Association);

178 EU and 321 AU partners involved
— Currently in its third cycle of funding (2021-2031): Global Health EDCTP3 Joint Undertaking

(1.8 BEUR)  open to All Countries (contribution and EDCTP Association membership)
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Synergies on EU-Africa R&I Partnerships
Neighbourhood, Development and International 
Cooperation Instrument (NDICI) – ‘Global Europe
– Global Gateway projects
– African Research Initiative for Scientific Excellence 

(ARISE)
– ACP Innovation Fund
– Erasmus +

(EC DG INTPA)

– DeSIRA projects and DESIRA+ programme

– African Union Research Grants projects

AU-EU R&I Partnership 
on Food and Nutrition
Security and Sustainable
Agriculture (FNSSA)

Example of synergy of 
funds:

Horizon Europe
– Africa Initiative

(EC DG RTD)



Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions 
(MSCA)

52

• The EU flagship programme for researchers’ mobility
and training through the development of excellent 
doctoral programmes, collaborative research and 
fellowship schemes, contribute to excellent research 
and a highly skilled research-based human capital. 

See: https://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions



Upcoming events
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 Union for the Mediterranean – UFM Regional Platform on 
Research and Innovation Meeting on 22 October 2025 in Brussels 

 The EU-AU Innovation Fair on 23 October 2025 in Brussels
 2nd Mediterranean Innovation Market Place on 23 October 2025 in 

Brussels
 Senior Officials Meeting of the EU-AU High-Level Policy Dialogue 

on Science, Technology and Innovation on 24 October 2025 in 
Brussels



• EU-Africa Cooperation in Research and Innovation

• AU-EU High-Level Policy Dialogue on Science, Technology and Innovation

• EU-Africa R&I Cooperation Factsheet

• Horizon Europe website

• Africa Initiative I Factsheet 

• Joint AU-EU Innovation Agenda: Presentation, Promotional Video, Working Document and Pre-print of Commentary Paper

• International Cooperation website

• Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) Portal

• Horizon Europe Funding & Tenders’ Portal

• National Contact Points (NCPs) Portal

• Coronavirus Global R&I Collaboration Portal

Follow us, engage and keep up to date via:
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Thank you!
@EUScienceInnov

#EUAfrica #HorizonEU



Jan-Marco MÜLLER
European Commission, DG RTD
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Europe's strategy for 
international cooperation in a 
changing world
the European Framework for 
Science Diplomacy





Perfect storm 1: Tectonic shifts in geopolitics



Perfect storm 2: Tectonic shifts in research & innovation



Perfect storm 3: Tectonic shifts in our life support systems



We have seen a mushrooming of “new” diplomacies
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Science Diplomacy

Science Diplomacy cuts across!



Countries are developing science diplomacy strategies



Countries are strengthening scientific capacities 
in their Ministries of Foreign Affairs 



In Europe, we are not starting from scratch



 Values and Principles in Research & Innovation
 Academic Freedom
 Research Ethics and Integrity
 Gender Equality, Diversity and Inclusion
 Open Data and Open Science
 Evidence-informed policymaking
 Level Playing Field and Reciprocity
 Pooling of Global Efforts
 Cooperation with Priority Countries and Regions

Global Approach to Research & Innovation of the EU

Multi-
lateral 

Dialogue



Meeting of EU Research Ministers, Santander, 28/07/2023

“Europe needs to pull its weight and act in a coordinated fashion, 
and I am pleased to see that today we have seen a high degree of 

ambition among all member states to create a European Framework 
for Science Diplomacy“ (RTD DG M. Lemaître)



1st European Science Diplomacy Conference



• 130 experts in 5 Working Groups 
under the guidance of a Steering 
Team, selected in an Open Call

• Participants 
- acted in a personal capacity
- from government (EU 27) and

academia (EU 27+)

• Each Working Group 
- balanced in terms of geography, 

gender, expertise & affiliation 
(science vs. diplomacy)

- co-chaired by a scientist and a diplomat

Co-creation by scientists and diplomats



A European Framework for Science Diplomacy –
Recommendations of the EU Science Diplomacy 
Working Groups

Edited by Rasmus Gjedssø Bertelsen, Laurent 
Bochereau, Effrosyni Chelioti, Ágota Dávid, 
Dovilė Gailiūtė-Janušonė, Martina Hartl, 
Angela Liberatore, Jean-Christophe Mauduit, 
Jan Marco Müller and Luk Van Langenhove

Publications Office of the European Union 2025 
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2777/9235330



”Today, science, technology and innovation 
translate more than ever into power and 
geopolitical influence, and this is one of the 
reasons why they matter for diplomacy. […] 
Developing this framework will enable the 
EU to defend its strategic interests and 
reduce its vulnerabilities, while at the same 
time promoting our values and principles for 
serving the global public good.”

Why do we need European science diplomacy? 



Conceptual basis of science diplomacy 

AAAS / Royal Society 2025 European Commission 2025



Science diplomacy can be a soft and a hard power!



Recommendations of the Working Groups
Strategic Instruments:

o Set strategic priorities for European science diplomacy
o Identify the appropriate balance between openness and 

restrictedness
o Use science diplomacy to sustainably manage global 

goods and commons
Operational Instruments:

o Establish the structures needed for EU leadership 
in science diplomacy

o Foster science for policy and foresight ecosystems
o Strengthen the role of S&T in diplomatic representations

Enabling Instruments:
o Create and connect science diplomacy communities
o Train and empower Europe’s science diplomacy professionals
o Advance the frontiers of science diplomacy through research



Mission and Vision for European Science Diplomacy

A future European Framework for Science 
Diplomacy should contribute to: 
1. Strengthening Europe’s competitive 

position as a global science and 
technology actor, 

2. Maximising the deployment of European 
research and innovation potential for the 
pursuit of peace and multilateralism, 

3. Reinforcing Europe’s commitment to 
managing global public goods and 
commons sustainably and achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals. 

Our vision for European science 
diplomacy is for it to become a 
key instrument in the EU’s diplo-
matic toolbox, fostering peace, 
European competitiveness, and 
a safe, sustainable and prospe-
rous future for all by harnessing 
the power of science and 
technology in a responsible way.



What next?

 Potential policy document still in 2025
(Council Recommendation on Science Diplomacy?)

 Horizon Europe call on consolidating European science diplomacy
 2nd European Science Diplomacy Conference 

(Copenhagen, 17-18 Dec. 2025)
 Workshops, Info Days, Virtual dialogues

(e.g., EU-South Africa Summit Declaration: “We are also committed to    
cooperation between the Science Diplomacy Capital for Africa and initiatives 
implemented as part of the European Framework for Science Diplomacy.”)



© European Union 2025
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not owned by the EU, permission may need to be sought directly from the respective right holders.



Jan-Marco MÜLLER
European Commission, DG RTD

77

Europe's strategy for 
international cooperation in a 
changing world
research security



Enhancing Research Security
in the context of the European Economic Security Strategy

ARES Spring School on Internationalisation
17 June 2025

European Commission
DG Research and Innovation

Mirko van Muijen



Setting the scene

 Geopolitical context: growing international tensions and increasing geopolitical relevance of 
research and innovation. All sectors confronted with hybrid threats and risks linked to international 
cooperation. 

 Our Research and Innovation sectors are particularly vulnerable, because they have openness 
and borderless cooperation in their DNA. 

 In some countries, academic freedom hardly exists, and researchers are being instrumentalised 
for political and military purposes.

 In this dynamic context, universities and other research performing organisations are navigating 
grey areas: cooperation may not be prohibited, but is it desirable? How to ensure that 
international R&I cooperation is open and secure?

Enhancing Research Security



Policy context

 Builds on the Global Approach to R&I (2021), Toolkit on Tackling Foreign Interference (2022) 
and expert-level work throughout 2023.

 Gained political momentum with launch of the EU’s Economic Security Strategy in June 2023. 
Three pillars: promoting, protecting and partnering. R&I relevant in all three.

 On 24 January 2024, the Commission presented a proposal for a Council Recommendation on 
Research Security. Rationale: EU action needed because measures can only be effective if 
consistently applied across Europe, and because the integrity of the European Research Area 
is at stake

 After four months of negotiations, the 27 Ministers of Research unanimously adopted the 
Recommendation at the Council meeting of 23 May 2024

Enhancing Research Security



The European Approach: open and secure

 Although the Recommendation is not legally binding (‘soft law’), it has clear political significance. 
With it, the EU has a common reference point with definitions, shared principles and guidance on 
what an effective and proportionate policy response looks like.

 It is built on enhanced self-governance: research performers are primarily responsible -“with 
academic freedom comes academic responsibility”- with public authorities empowering the sector 
to take informed decisions by providing information, guidance and support.

 Recommendations specifically address public authorities, research funders, research 
performers and the European Commission. 

Enhancing Research Security



Enhancing Research Security

Definitions: what is research security?

• The undesirable transfer of critical knowledge and technology that may affect the security of the
EU and its Member States, for instance if channeled to military or intelligence purposes
in third countries

• Malign influence on research, where research can be instrumentalised by or from third countries
in order to create disinformation or incite self-censorship among students and
researchers infringing academic freedom and research integrity in the EU

• Ethical or integrity violations, where knowledge and technologies are used to suppress or
undermine Union values and fundamental rights



Enhancing Research Security

Definitions: what is risk appraisal?

A process in which a combination of main risk factors is taken into consideration. The combination 
of those factors determines the risk level 

1. Risk profile of the EU-based organisation entering into the international cooperation 

2. The R&I domain in which the international cooperation is to take place

3. Risk profile of the third country where the international partner is based or from where it is 
owned or controlled

4. Risk profile of the international partner organisation: perform due diligence into the 
organisation you envisage to cooperate with



Enhancing Research Security

Principles for responsible internationalisation

 Which framework conditions should be taken into account when designing/ applying safeguarding 
measures?

• Proportionality • Academic Freedom • Self-governance • As Open As Possible 
• Whole-of-government Approach • Avoid Protectionism • No Discrimination or Stigmatisation 

• Country-agnostic • Risk-based • Learning Approach •

These principles

 guide our work on research security

 can serve as a reference point in discussions at all levels on the issue



What research performing organisations should do

 Introduce internal risk appraisal and due diligence procedures for engaging in international 
cooperation

 Invest in in-house research security expertise and skills and assign responsibility within the 
organisation, develop awareness raising activities and training

 Ensure transparency of funding sources and affiliations of research staff

 To protect sensitive knowledge and research facilities, introduce physical and virtual safeguards, 
such as compartmentalisation and robust cybersecurity measures

 Consider pooling resources with other research performers to make best use of scarce resources 
and expertise

Enhancing Research Security



The role of research funding organisations

 Include risk appraisal into funding application processes encouraging beneficiaries to identify 
and assess risks up front

 For projects that are considered high risk, encourage beneficiaries to agree on risk mitigation 
measures and seek assurances in the partnership agreements with prospective foreign 
partners

 Ensure adequate security expertise and skills are available in or to the organisation

 Address research security risks in partnership agreements, such as MoU’s, with foreign 
partners

Enhancing Research Security



Actions at national level

 Engage in a dialogue with the sector on a coherent set of policy actions and defining 
responsibilities and roles

 Take a whole-of-government approach to ensure that policymakers in the areas of research and 
innovation, security and foreign affairs work closely together. 

 Create a support structure that provides researchers with information, guidance and advice, so 
that they can take informed decisions when engaging in international cooperation. 

 Security and intelligence agencies provide threat analysis specific for the research and innovation 
sector. 

Enhancing Research Security



EU-level support actions

The European Commission supports the implementation and uptake of the recommendations at 
national level, by: 

 Working with Member States, Research Funders and EU-level stakeholder associations: research 
security is a priority action of the ERA Policy Agenda 2025-2027, adopted by the Council on 
23.05.2025

 Developing several EU-level initiatives, including:

 Report on progress through a Research Security Monitor (September 2025)

 Co-organise with the sector, a biennial European flagship conference (28-30 October 2025)

 Establish a European Centre of Expertise on Research Security (mid-2026)

Enhancing Research Security



Links
o -The Council Recommendation on enhancing research security as adopted on 23.05.2024

o -The Economic Security package of 24.01.2024, including a press release and a memo: New 
initiatives to strengthen economic security

o -Two dedicated factsheets: 'Who Does What?' Factsheet and Risk Appraisal Factsheet

o -ERA policy agenda 2025-2027 as adopted on 23.05.2025, which includes research security as a 
priority action



Thank you
Any questions?

© European Union 2020

Unless otherwise noted the reuse of this presentation is authorised under the CC BY 4.0 license. For any use or reproduction of elements that are 
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Breakout session
11.00 – 11.30



Breakout session on Europe's strategy for 
international cooperation in a changing world
The breakout session serves to get a direct conversation with the
representatives of the European Commission DG Research around
 “what is in it for me”?
 “how Europe's strategy for international cooperation could impact my

research?”
 “how best can I use the available resources to advance my research?”

 “what contribution my international scientific networking could have
to the European approach”?

3 break-out groups meet in different rooms
 Please make sure to be back in the plenary room by 11.30

92



Coffee break
11.30 – 11.45



Amani CHARRAD
Ministry of Higher 
Education and Scientific 
Research, Tunisia 
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Global networking in practice
COST Near Neighbour Countries 



TUNISIA AND COST: 
International Scientific Networking 

from a Near Neighbour Country 
Perspective

ISN 
WORKSHOP

Amani CHARRAD
Horizon EU – NCP for WIDENING and JRC

National COST correspondent
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research

June 20, 2024, Brussels
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Setting the Scene: Country profile
 Official Name: Republic of Tunisia
 Geographic Location: North Africa (Mediterranean coast)
 Surface Area: 163,610 km²
 Climate: Mediterranean (north), semi-arid (south)
 Population (2023): ~12.3 million

Young and educated population (e.g., 31% under 30)
 Urban Population: ~70%
 GDP (Nominal, 2023): ~US$ 49 billion 
 Economic Classification: Lower-middle-income economy
 Main Sectors (% GDP): Services (~63%), Industry (~26%), Agriculture (~11%)
 Export Partners: EU (~75%, esp. France, Italy, Germany)
 Human Development Index (2022): 0.731 (Rank: ~97th globally)



Tunisia at a Glance: Research & Innovation Profile
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 The National R&I System is coordinated by: 
• Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research (Research)
• Ministry of Industry (Innovation)

 0.6% of GDP to R&D
 Over 300 public and private R&D institutions, including 32 research centers and 680 research laboratories/units.
 Number of researchers: ~21ௗ000 (~1ௗ704 researchers per million inhabitants)

High female participation in research (~55% of researchers are women)
 National R&I priorities: alignment with Horizon Europe clusters

1. Water, Energy, and Food Security
2. Emerging democratic society: Education, culture, and youth
3. Quality healthcare
4. Digital and industrial transition 
5. Governance and decentralisation
6. Circular Economy 

 Growing ecosystem with 13 technoparks, 100+ incubators, and R&D-driven startups.
(National support programs for innovation (e.g. MOBIDOC, Startup Act…)

 Pilot African precursor for “Smart Specialisation Strategy – RIS3”
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Research & Innovation mechanisms
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Tunisia ranking in the Global Innovation Index 
2024

Research & Innovation performance



Relation entre les intrants de l’innovation et les extrants de l’innovation

Tunisia produces more 
innovation results 
compared to its level of 
investment in innovation

Research & Innovation performance



Tunisia is among the 
top-performing 
countries in 
innovation relative to 
their economic 
development level 

Relationship between income levels (GDP per capita) and innovation performance (GII score)

Research & Innovation performance
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International Cooperation

The European Union and Tunisia :
 The EU and Tunisia signed an Association Agreement in 1995
 The EU – Tunisia Privileged Partnership established in 2011
 The 2016 Joint Communication "Strengthening EU support 

for Tunisia" and the launch of the EU-Tunisia Youth 
Partnership

 2016 – Tunisia – Association to H2020
 2017 - Tunisia joins the Creative Europe Programme
 2022 – Tunisia – Association to Horizon EU
 Active participation in COST Actions, PRIMA, Erasmus+, AU-

EU Innovation Agenda.



1st Associated country to FP-H2020 and Horizon
EU

Africa
Arab countries

South Mediterranea
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Tunisia’s
association to

Horizon 
Europe

Signing Ceremony
March 29, 2022



As a Horizon Europe Associated country, 
Tunisia is part of the European Research
Area (ERA)



1. Negotiation and follow up of Tunisia’s participation to HE 

3. Embed the Tunisian R&I system into the European
Research Area (ERA)

2. Promotion of Horizon Europe among the R&I community

The Unit for the ManaGement of Horizon 
Europe (UGPO-HE) 
Ministry of Higher Education 
and Scientific Research



The UGPO-
HE

Network

PMO: 23MR: 13

PC delegates: 22 NCP: 28



GAINING ACCESS to NCP 
NETWORKS
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Tunisia’s participation in Horizon EU: Key figures



Tunisia’s Participation in Horizon EU per pillar: 
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International and Bilateral cooperation with EU, Africa, MENA, Asia….
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Bilateral cooperation with EU, Africa, MENA, Asia….
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Tunisia’s strategic rôle :
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 Strategic geographical, cultural and scientific position
Tunisia is a gateway between Europe, Africa, and the Arab world, offering 
a unique vantage point for regional and cross-continental research 
collaboration.

 Aligning with EU Global Approach & Africa-EU R&I partnership
 A Science Diplomacy Hub
 Strategic role in the Mediterranean and African research ecosystem
 Contributor to global challenges: water scarcity, energy, climate



Opportunities to Collaborate with Tunisian R&I Actors
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1. Partner with Tunisia in EU, Regional & International Research Programs
 Horizon Europe (Association since 2021)

➤ Tunisian institutions can join consortia as full partners (including in Pillar II, WIDERA, MSCA, ERC).
➤ Potential areas: climate resilience, renewable energy, digital innovation, health systems, and sustainable agriculture.

 COST Actions
➤ Tunisia is the most active Near Neighbour Country (NNC).
➤ Invite Tunisian researchers to join working groups, short-term scientific missions, or training schools.

 PRIMA Programme (Partnership for R&I in the Mediterranean Area)
➤ Ideal for Euro-Mediterranean cooperation on water, agri-food systems, and sustainable agriculture.

 AU-EU Innovation Agenda
➤ Collaborate on joint R&I projects addressing Africa–Europe shared challenges.

 UNESCO, IAEA, ISESCO, and bilateral frameworks
➤ Tunisia actively engages in multilateral science diplomacy platforms.
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Opportunities to Collaborate with Tunisian R&I Actors
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Tunisian AdvantageField
Semi-arid zones, saline soils, water stress – ideal for climate R&DClimate & Water
Testbeds for resilient crops, smart irrigation, agro-ecological methodsAgritech
Demographic transitions, dual burden (infectious/noncommunicable diseases)Health

High solar irradiance; targets for 30% renewable by 2030Renewables

Growing startup ecosystem, 5G rollout, AI experimentationDigital Transition

3. Use Tunisia as an R&I Living Lab or Experimental Field

Tunisia offers diverse environments and unique advantages for piloting technologies:



Opportunities to Collaborate with Tunisian R&I Actors
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4. Support Research Mobility and Capacity Building

 Offer co-supervision of PhDs, researcher exchanges, and summer 
schools.

 Use CALLS such as Erasmus+ ICM, MSCA staff exchange, and TWINNING
to foster long-term collaboration.

 Tunisia has strong female researcher participation and a highly skilled youth 
– invest in future science leaders.



Opportunities to Collaborate with Tunisian R&I Actors
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5. Develop Innovation Partnerships
 Partner with Tunisian startups, fablabs, and incubators on joint prototyping or 

market validation.
 Tunisia’s innovation policy encourages:

• Research valorisation
• IP co-development
• Public-private collaboration

Tunisia is ideal for piloting solutions at the intersection of science, innovation, and 
local impact.



Takeaway Message
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Tunisia is not just a collaborator – it's a bridge between Europe, 
Africa, and the Mediterranean.

 It offers science-ready talent, institutional openness, and real-world 
testing grounds for innovative solutions.

 Join forces with Tunisian R&I actors to co-create, co-publish, and 
co-innovate for mutual benefit.



Amani MAHJOUBI CHARRAD

Horizon EU-National Contact Point for 
Widening participation and Strengthening the European Research Area 

(WIDERA)
Joint Research Centre (JRC)

COST National correspondent

amani.charrad@anpr.tn
amani.charrad@gmail.com

Unit for the Management of the European Framework-programmes
for Research and Innovation, MHESR

http://www.horizon-europe.tn



Thank you for your attention.



Eudy MABUZA
Embassy of The Republic 
of South Africa
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Global networking in practice
South Africa



COST international 
scientific networking 
workshop –
South African 
perspective
20 June 2025
Brussels

Ms Eudy Mabuza
SSTIR, Brussels



Overview

• South Africa’s Decadal Plan for Science and 
Innovation 

• “Expanded and Strategic Internationalization”

• Leverage on South African science and economic 
diplomacy 

• SA-EU Cooperation



MTDP 2024 - 2029

MTDP Strategic Priority 1: Inclusive economic growth and job creation

 Expanded and Transformed STI Capacity: Investment in research 
infrastructure, skills development, and inclusive human capabilities.

 Innovation and Commercialisation Support: Strengthening support to 
innovators and SMMEs, including grassroots and township-based enterprises.

 Increased R&D Investment: Mobilising public-private partnerships and incentives 
to boost national STI funding.

 Industry Competitiveness: Driving R&D-led innovation in key sectors to enhance 
productivity and create new markets and jobs.

MTDP Strategic Priority 2: Reduce poverty and tackle the high cost of 
living
 Access to Essential Technologies: Promoting affordable, locally developed 

innovations in health, water, sanitation, housing, and energy to improve quality of 
life and reduce living costs.

MTDP Strategic Priority 3: Build capable, ethical, and developmental 
state
 Strengthened NSI Governance: Enhancing coordination, oversight, and 

partnerships across the innovation system for greater impact.
 Evidence-Informed Policymaking: Embedding STI-based insights into planning 

and decision-making across all levels of government.



ST& I are drivers of  
sustainable growth &  
economic recovery  

package

Economic  
competitiveness

Socio-economic  
development

Environmental  
sustainability

Investment in  
STI proved  
useful in  

response to  
COVID-19

Boost resilience  
of sectors

9

Boost digital &  
ecological  
transformation of  
society

The role of STI in Economic Recovery

Science 
Technology & 

Innovation



The 2022-2031 STI Decadal Plan  

• Responds to the Economic Reconstruction and Recovery 
Plan & the Sustainable Development Goals

• Premised on a whole-of-government / society 
approach to science and innovation

• Decadal Plan thematic content is arranged around multi-
disciplinary societal grand challenges

• Supported by expanded and strategic 
internationalization; partnerships and cooperation



Decadal Plan priorities

•

4

Societal Grand Challenges:

1. Climate change and 
environmental 
sustainability

2. Future-proof education and 
skills

3. The future of society

Enablers / Cross-cutters:

1. Human Capabilities 
Development

2. Infrastructure expansion 
and moderisation

3. International Cooperation 
and Relations

Research & Innovation Programmes to:

1. Exploit new sources of growth (The 
Circular Economy, The Digital 
Economy, Indigenous Knowledge 
Systems)

2. Modernise existing industries 
(agriculture, mining and 
manufacturing)

3. Address Health challenges
4. Address Energy challenges
5. STI-enabled capable state (improve 

government decision making and 
service delivery)



Innovation partnerships – beyond traditional 
R&D cooperation

Transformation:
• Historically disadvantaged institutions / 

individuals
• Gender, race and youth

Communication



Science knows no borders

• Share in international experience and expertise:
collaborative R&D, researcher training and mobility, 
etc. with strategic partners

• Leverage foreign investment in South Africa and 
joint investment with international partners

• Advance African agenda for science, technology and 
innovation (African Union / Southern African 
Development Community)

• Influence international science priorities in support 
of national priorities and foreign policy (Sustainable 
Development Goals)

As international cooperation is “imperative”, Decadal Plan 
proposes a science –economic diplomacy strategy, 
leveraging a diverse portfolio focused on strategic objectives:



Internationalisation in Decadal Plan

Expanded and strategic internationalisation:

• Transformative international joint research and innovation 
engagements

• More inclusive participation, impact and cooperation

• Building human resources through international mobility

• Strengthening and growing research infrastructure
capabilities

• Promoting and enhancing STI capabilities

• Stimulating STI and trade synergies

• Attract STI foreign investment



Drivers Science Diplomacy

• Enables the sharing of experience, expertise (e.g. policy best practice) and resources 
with international partners to bolster national programmes

• Leverages international funding to complement and supplement national investments

• Accesses opportunities for international training and mobility to develop human 
capability in South Africa

• Supports South Africa’s influence in global governance forums

• Facilitates access to international markets as part of economic diplomacy

• Reinforces South Africa’s foreign policy objectives



DSTI Science Diplomacy Priorities

• Alignment international cooperation with national 
priorities – specifically with regard to foreign funding

• Partnerships:
• African agenda
• South – South cooperation 
• EU and Global North
• Multilateralism and SDGs
• Global research infrastructures, e.g. SKA



Science & Economic Diplomacy

• science diplomacy as an enabler of SA’s economic competitiveness

• Science diplomacy - conduit for driving the competitiveness of sectors 
in which South Africa retains a comparable and competitive advantage

• synergies between science and economic diplomacy and trade -
SMMEs in traditional and new sectors of the economy, to enter 
regional, continental and global value chains and gain access to 
international markets. 

• The African Free Trade Continental Area  - opportunities for South 
Africa and counterparts – to tap into new markets

• International partnerships will be engaged (including the EU and others 
in Europe) to facilitate strategic engagements in this regard



Stimulating STI and trade synergies 

• SA’s science diplomacy will need to move from science-related 
initiatives to specific innovation and commercialisation initiatives.

• draw on science diplomacy as an enabler to:
• improve opportunities for technology diffusion
• promote the commercialisation in foreign markets of IP filed in SA 

by technology start-ups and SMMEs supported by the DSTI; 
• promote the commercialisation of publicly funded IP beyond SA’s 

borders; 
• make innovation and economic diplomacy the conduits for driving 

industrialisation and economic competitiveness

Through working with international partners



• From science and innovation perspective

• Access to international markets for NSI developed products 
and services – new revenue streams, greater financial 
stability and sustainability for NSI actors

• Enable new (innovation) partnerships for further product 
and service development

• From an international trade perspective

• Use R&D cooperation to explore, penetrate and develop 
new markets

• Leverage R&D cooperation to inform standardization, 
regulatory and governance frameworks 



South African Science Landscape
Basic R&D Applied R&D

DHET

DALRRD

DEE

DMRP

DOH

DFFEDWS

SANEDI

DTIC

ASAAf

NACI

CIPC

Universities
Centers of Excellences Centers of Competences

ARC GeoSci MINTEK

FABI

SANBI

CSIR

SANSA

HSRC

SACNASP

NRF

NIPMO

IP MANAGEMENTIP MANAGEMENT

GOVGOV

TIA

FundingFunding

THRIP

DSTI

RESEARCH
INSTITUTIONS
RESEARCH
INSTITUTIONS

WRC
MRC

DCDT



Department of Science, Technology 
and Innovation Entities



SA – EU Cooperation
• S&T Agreement signed in 1996

• SA-EU Summit           JCC          JSTCC

• Facilitated SA’s participation in the Framework Programme:

• Framework Programme 6

• Framework Programme 7

• Horizon2020

• Horizon Europe

SA/DSI Support

• NCP        DSI Brussels Office         ESASTAP 



Modalities for third country participation 
and funding

Cooperation with non-associated third-country entities typically carried out by:
• participation of non-associated third country entities in Horizon Europe projects 
• coordination or twinning of Horizon Europe projects with projects funded by third countries

Access to HE 
funding? 

Associated Countries
Most LMIC (see list)

“Beneficiary”

Other non-associated 
third countries

“Associated 
Partner”

YES

NO

Exceptions

Third country Status Participant Status



Overview of
South Africa’s 
participation in Horizon 
Europe thus far



South Africa in Horizon Europe among Non-EU 
countries, thus far (Associated countries included)

South Africa ranks 3rd for budget and 5th for participations among
‘‘Non-associated third countries’’ 



South Africa – Horizon Europe 

Average EU success rate = 19.68%

64.5 213 23.45%

Key figures



Collaborative links…



European Research Area Networks 
(ERA-NETS)
• South Africa participates as a co-fund partner and provides financial

support (co-investment) to SA researchers participating in programmes
such as the European Research Area Networks (ERA-NET)

• Focus Areas: Circular Economy, Mining, Minerals, Beneficiation,
Advanced Manufacturing, Health, Maritime and Marine Technologies,
Water and Biodiversity

• Impact: New industrial collaborations (particularly involving SMEs) have
been created through the funded projects and the continuation of these
collaborations have been strengthened in the funded projects

• Over the years we have seen an increased participation of emerging
researchers particularly students and females in the projects and an
increase in the number of co-publications, patents, licenses and job
creation through the collaborations.

• Human capabilities development and strengthening of the NSI: Increased
number of collaborations within the SA NSI (inclusion of HDIs)



Research Consortium…



How to participate in COST?

Find the COST Action(s) relevant to 
your interest and expertise.

Apply as a Working Group member via 
the Action’s website.

You can get in-touch with the Action 
Chair and agree on the mutual benefit 

of your participation

http://www.cost.eu/

After approval Inform the DSTI and 
apply for funding to attend COST 

Activities 

Application submitted to contact@esastap.org.za
Copy 

Ms Anita Mnisi, Deputy Director: Strategic 
Partnerships (anita.mnisi@dsti.gov.za)

Ms Ntombi Mchuba, Assistant Director Strategic 
Partnerships (ntombi.mchuba@dsti.gov.za )

Research Office of your institution 

Application process requires ~ 6 weeks 
or more. Applicants are encouraged to 

submit documents early to the DSTI 
officials and copy the research office of 

their institution 2

1

3

4

Inquiries on DSTI application process should 
be addressed to contact@esastap.org.za

Copy (cc) anita.mnisi@dsti.gov.za and 
ntombi.mchuba@dsti.gov.za



Stats on South Africans serving in 
management committees
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Collaboration with Africa

1. Algeria
2. Angola
3. Botswana
4. Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)
5. Egypt
6. Ethiopia
7. Eswatini
8. Ghana
9. Kenya
10. Lesotho
11. Mauritius
12. Madagascar

13. Malawi
14. Mali
15. Mozambique 
16. Namibia
17. Nigeria
18. Rwanda
19. Senegal
20. Tanzania
21. Tunisia
22. Uganda
23. Zambia
24. Zimbabwe



The Joint AU-EU Innovation Agenda

Short-, medium-
and long-term set of 

actions, according to four 
joint priority areas:

i. Public Health
ii. Green Transition
iii. Innovation & 

Technology
iv. Capacities for 
Science

+ the additional
v. Cross-cutting issues

Mapping of gaps
& needs for each

priority area

4 objectives:

Aiming to foster the translation of R&I into tangible goods, services, businesses and jobs 
in both Africa and Europe 

• Drafted through a concerted “Team Africa-Europe” work, involving AU and the EU Member States and Commissions, under the AU-EU 
High-Level Policy Dialogue (HLPD) on Science, Technology and Innovation (STI). 

• Working document published in February 2022, extensively discussed over a ‘Stakeholder Dialogue Process’ throughout 2022, 
culminated in the AU-EU Innovation Agenda Stakeholder Event in Nov. 2022 in Nairobi.  

• Final version of the Agenda prepared building on the feedback and input received from Stakeholders. Adopted on 19 July 2023. 

• Currently under implementation. Supported, from the EU side, by the Global Gateway Africa – Europe 
Investment Package as well as Horizon Europe (e.g. “Africa Initiatives” and “Med Initiatives”).



Africa Initiative III

• Building on the positive outcomes of the Africa Initiative I+II of Horizon Europe 
Work Programmes 2021-2024.

• In the WP 2025 a total budget of 500.5 MEUR through 24 topics under calls for 
proposals to boost EU-Africa cooperation on Research & Innovation (R&I).

• Enabling the implementation of the short-term and medium-term actions of the AU-EU 
Innovation Agenda, aiming to translate R&I into tangible positive impact on the ground, 
particularly in the areas of 1:

1. Public Health (50 MEUR)
2. Green Transition (241 MEUR)
3. Innovation & Technology (186.5 MEUR)
4. Capacities for Science (3.5 MEUR)
5. Cross-cutting issues (19.5 MEUR)

• Publication of Horizon Europe Work Programme 2025: 15 May 2025, please 
check also for date of closing of calls (EU funding & tenders’ portal).

In Horizon Europe Work Programme 2025

1 The AU-EU R&I priority area of Public Health is further addressed through the calls of the Global Health EDCTP3 Joint Undertaking. 



Outcome of Africa Initiative I and II compared to 
H2020 so far (updated  June 2024)



mRNA HUB

• June 2021 - WHO - coordinating the mRNA vaccine technology transfer 
hub in South Africa

• response to the weaknesses exposed by COVID-19

• African continent’s inability to produce vaccines to address health 
emergencies, strengthen regional health security, and expand 
sustainable access to health products

• the hub is aimed at increasing the availability of mRNA vaccines, 
including those for COVID-19, in Africa (and elsewhere in low-and 
middle-income countries)

• The hub will strengthen regional health security and respond more 
equitably to future pandemics, and also ensure that there is greater and 
more diversified vaccine manufacturing capability and capacity.



mRNA HUB - Some of the partners include…

Some of the partners include:
• Team Europe members include Austria, Belgium, Czechia, Denmark, 

France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Lithuania, Malta, 
Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Spain, Sweden and the European 
Investment Bank.



SCIENCE & ECONOMIC DIPLOMACY IN ACTION

• the Square Kilometre Array (SKA), - science and economic diplomacy
interface – has seen development of key technologies by global partners
of the SKA in its construction

• SA’s research infrastructure capabilities - commercial prospects (e.g.
providing data for monitoring crop yields, natural disasters and
disease outbreaks) - realised through the interface between science
and economic diplomacy.



• Dankie
• Enkosi

• Ha khensa
• Re a leboga
• Ro livhuwa
• Siyabonga

• Siyathokoza
• Thank you



Yale SONG
Korea – EU Research Centre
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Global networking in practice
South Korea 



Korea-EU Research Centre
International scientific collaboration 
with Europe and support schemes 
for researchers

20 June 2025
Network & Policy Officer | Yale SONG

Korea-EU Research Centre (KERC)



Korea’s Horizon Europe Association

2023
May

10th ROK-EU Summit

2022
Feb

7th JSTCC
Exploratory Talks

Formal Negotiations

2025
Association

2024
Mar

Brussels

Conclusion 
Association

Korea can participate in 
Horizon Europe as an 
associated country 

starting from 1 Jan 2025

Korea-EU 
Digital 

Partnership 
(2022 Nov)



What is Horizon Europe?



Korean researchers will be able to apply for funding to 
carry out a Horizon Europe project as a “Coordinator” 
or “Participant”

Association, What does it mean?

Korean researchers can receive research 
funding directly from the Horizon Europe budgetKorea will become the 1st Asian country to 

associate to Horizon Europe

Korea can participate as an observer in the 
Programme Committees which is part of Horizon 
Europe governance

Korean researchers can access to (almost) all calls un 
der Pillar 2



Innovation Leader (Top Global Performance in EIS 2023)

R&D Landscape of Korea
Overview

601,530 Researchers in 2022 (World’s 4th Rank) 

4th Biggest government investment in R&D among OECD (22 bn EUR in 2023)

R&D Intensity 5.21% in 2022 (World’s 2nd)



Korean 
Government’s total 
R&D budget (2024)

R&D Landscape of Korea
R&D Budget and Expenditure

Budget for Ministry of 
Science and ICT (2024)

Global R&D (6.8% of total 
gov budget) 

18bn
Euro

12.6bn
Euro

Total R&D expenditure (2022)

76.2bn
Euro

1.22bn
Euro

• Private Sector (79.4%)
• Public Research Institutes (11.5%)
• Universities (9.1%)



R&D Landscape of Korea
National Research Foundation of Korea (NRF)



R&D Landscape of Korea
National Research Foundation of Korea (NRF)



R&D Landscape of Korea
National Research Foundation of Korea (NRF)

6.8bn Euro



R&D Landscape of Korea
National Research Foundation of Korea (NRF)



R&D Landscape of Korea
NRF International Cooperation Programme - Europe

• Korea-EU Joint Research Program
• Korea-Italy Joint Research Program
• Korea-Sweden Joint Research Program
• Korea-Finland Joint Research Program
• Korea-Norway Joint Research Program
• Korea-Switzerland Joint Research Program
• Korea-France(ANR) Joint Research Program
• Korea-German Academia-Industry International 

Collaboration Program(2+2)
• Korea-France Cooperative Development 

Program(STAR)
• Korea-UK Focal Point Program
• Korea-Austria Cooperative Development program
• Korea-Germany Joint Research Program

• Korea-V4(Visegrad Group) Joint Research Program
• Korea-Hungary Joint Research Program
• Korea-Czech Joint Research Program
• Korea-Germany Cooperation Program
• Korea-Nordic Cooperation Program
• Korea-EU Research Cooperation Center Program
• Korea-Nordics Science and Technology 

Cooperation Center Program
• EU National Contact Point(NCP)
• Korea-Russia Science and Technology Cooperation 

Center
• Korea-Russia Innovation Platform
• Korea-Türkiye Cooperative Development Program
• …



Korean Support Mechanism

Purpose

 Promote Korea-EU joint research by 
supporting domestic researchers’ 
preparation for participation in HE

Support

 Support for joint research preparation to 
activate participation in HE programs in 
which Korean researchers can 
participate

 Pillar I and Pillar II projects
 (2025) 15 projects, KRW 25 million won 

support per project for 12 months

Purpose

 Support Korean researchers who have been 
selected to participate in the Horizon Europe 
consortium

Support

 Pillar I and Pillar II projects
 4 projects selected in 2024
 2~4 years
 (Joint research) KRW 150 million won, 

(Personnel Exchange*) KRW 50 million won 
for 12 months

Korea-EU Cooperation 
Promotion Programme

Korea-EU Joint Research 
Support Programme

Funding for Korean NCPs

Purpose

 Support Korean NCPs activities

Support

 8 Projects
 KRW 25 million won per project for 

12 months

*These are funding for Korean 
domestic researchers



Korean Horizon Europe Office

Horizon Europe 
Taskforce (in 

Korea)

KE-QSTCC

Korea-Europe 
Semiconductor 

Cooperation Centre

Horizon Europe 
Office for Korea

Korea Horizon Europe 
Office (in Europe)



Korean NCPs

 https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp?order=ASC&pageNumber=0&pageSize=50&countries=20000933



R&D Landscape of Korea
State Institutes under NST (National Research Council of S&T)

17,000 Human Resources



R&D Landscape of Korea
Korean Council for University Education (KCUE)



“A Bridgehead to enhance 
Korea-EU R&D 
Cooperation”

Our mission is to promote the R&I 
cooperation between Korea and the EU

The KERC serves as a platform to facilitate 
R&I policy and research collaboration

About KERC

EU Framework 
Prograrmme

(Horizon Europe)

Korea-EU 
Digital 

Partnership 
(Digital Policy)

Bilateral R&D 
Cooperation 

with 
European 
Countries

Other 
Research 
Funding 

Programs & 
Opportunities

Main Policy Areas:



Association!
Strategic R&D Center!

Korea Research & Innovation Centre –
Europe (KIC Europe) was established as a 
local non-profit organization

202
5

2013
Nov

ROK-EU Summit

2017
Mar

Reformation

KIC Europe was reformed into the KERC to 
focus on R&D and policy cooperation

2022
Mar

~ 2024

With more strategic agenda and 
increased budget, the KERC has 
strengthened its role and has grown into 
an essential part of Korea-Europe 
Cooperation

Establishment

Reformation

Major Upgrade

Brief History



Korean 
Liaison 

Office to 
the EU

National 
Contact 

Point(NCP) 
Coordinato

r

Korea-EU 
Research 

Cooperatio
n Platform

Korean 
Observator

y on 
European 

R&I

The KERC functions 
as one of overseas 
offices of the NRF, 
and it has hosted 
more than 10 national 
institutes

It communicates with 
local authorities to 
find project partners

The KERC coordinates 
Korean NCPs for 
Horizon Europe

It organizes 
education & training 
workshops for NCPs 
and provide 
extensive information 
on Horizon Europe

The KERC connects 
Korea and Europe to 
revitalize research 
cooperation and to 
create opportunity 
for joint R&D projects

To identify potential 
cooperation areas 
and to increase 
awareness and 
understanding on 
European R&I 
landscape, it keeps 
track of EU’s policy 
and research trends

National 
Strategic 

R&D Center 
for Europe

Enhance global R&D 
collaborations and 
support Korean 
participation in 
Horizon Europe

Create a network 
between overseas 
research centers in 
region and 
coordinate their 
activities

In Summary: We are Korean Horizon Europe Office in Europe, but more than that!

Main Roles



KERC 2025

National 
Strategic

R&D Center

Control 
Tower

Promotion & 
Dissemination

Open Collaboration 
Space for Institutes 

and Industries

Help Desk for 
researchers

Information 
Platform

Design Global 
Cooperation Agenda 

& Project

Education & 
Training for 

Research 
Managers & 

NCPs



The KERC collects, 
analyzes, shares and 

accumulates information 
to generate knowledge 

and build database

The KERC supports and 
facilitates cooperation on 

national, governmental, 
organizational level

The KERC identifies and 
creates opportunities for 
joint research and career 
development

The KERC raises 
awareness of Korea-
EU R&I cooperation

The KERC ensures better coordination, 
governance and hosting service

The KERC connects Korea and Europe by 
active networking activities

Information 
Sharing

Facilitating

Networking
Path-

finding

Managemen
t Promotion

Our Activities



2024 Key Figures

• 700 EU R&I Articles

• 52 EU R&I Briefings

• 1,000 New posts on website

• 160,000 visitors 

• 600,000 views

• 3 New webpages

• 104 Newsletters

• 7 Issue Reports

• 43 Publications

• 100 LinkedIn Posts

• 1,000 Linkedin new Followers

Information Sharing
KERC collects, analyzes, shares and accumulates information to generate knowledge and build database



Information Sharing

Horizon 
Europe

Digital 
Partnersh
ip

Others

KERC collects, analyzes, shares and accumulates information to generate knowledge and build database



KERC connects Korea and Europe by active networking activities

Networking

• DG RTD
• DG EAC
• DG CNECT
• EURAXESS
• COST

About 30 
Funding 
Agency

57 Offices
171 Universities

80 Members
9 Associations

25 
Government 

funded 
Institutes



KERC identifies and creates opportunities for joint research and career development

Path-finding

Info-day & KERC Academy

Roundtable

Partnering & Matchmaking

EU Research CareerYouth Forum MSCA PF Workshop KERC Supporters

ERC Webinar for Korea

HE Pillar2 Webinar Series



KERC supports and facilitates cooperation on national, governmental, organizational level

Facilitating
Horizon Europe Association KOR-EU Digital Partnership

Space CooperationQuantum Technology Semiconductor

Switzerland (`23.1) France (`23.6, `24.1) Netherlands (`23.12, `24.3) United Kingdom (`23.11, `24.8) Czech Republic (`24.9) Belgium (`23.10) (`25.2)



KERC 2025

Horizon Europe 
Official Website

• Single Access Point
• About Horizon Europe

• Horizon Europe Tracker

• Funding Opportunity

• Event & Agenda

• Horizon Europe FAQ

• Documents & Resources

• NCP corner

• Partner Search

• One Stop Shop



KERC 2025

Horizon 
Europe
Matchmaking 
Event & 
Webinar 
Series

After-Movie of the 1st Forum: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gz_G7RPzvIM
• 1st Korea-EU Horizon Europe Researchers Networking Forum on AI (1~4 April)

Key Figures
• 140 Attendees
• 10 Korean researchers >< 10 European Researchers

• Next edition: Advanced Biotechnology - Cluster 1  (1~3 July)



KERC 2025

Horizon 
Europe
Matchmaking 
Event & 
Webinar 
Series

Archive: https://k-erc.eu/2025/05/horizon-europe-category/25453/

• Horizon Europe Pillar 2 Webinar on WorkProgramme (13th May)

Key Figures
• 348 Total Registrants
• 324 Total Users
• 241 Unique Viewers
• 59 Questions through Q&A feature

Live Poll Result (166 Responses)
Q1. Are you preparing for a Horizon Europe application?

The consortium has been formed to some extent and is preparing for the next steps, 
such as writing a proposal (11)
Discussing forming a consortium with European partners (32)
Currently looking for European partners to apply for a call (14)
I plan to check the Work Programme to identify any calls I can apply for (50)
I’m at the initial stage of preparation (41)
No (18)

Q2. Have you already reviewed Work Programme 2025 draft?
Yes, I reviewed the pre-publication version released by the EC at the end of April (49)
Yes, I reviewed the leaked draft of the Work Programme (45)
No (72)

Q3. In which cluster are you interested?
Cluster 1 – Health (46)
Cluster 2 – Culture, Creativity and Inclusive Society (10)
Cluster 3 – Civil Security for Society (5)
Cluster 4 – Digital, Industry and Space (55)
Cluster 5 – Climate, Energy and Mobility (29)
Cluster 6 – Food, Bioeconomy, Natural Resources, Agriculture and Environment (21)



Strengthening global S&T cooperation is Essential!

Growing Impact of S&T Diplomacy

QuantumAdvanced BioAI

Global market size(2040)

$106 billion
Global market size(2035)

$4 trillion
Global market size(2032)

$118 billion

Global IssuesGlobal IssuesGlobal Issues

Economic and Security DiplomacyEconomic and Security Diplomacy

Global competition in 
hyperscale AI 
platforms

COVID-19 and 
emerging infectious 
diseases

100-Qubit quantum 
computers

The traditional diplomatic domain(economy and security) is expanding into the field of S&T

→ Strategic value of all advanced technologies are growing in terms of risk management

12 national strategic technology fields : ① Semiconductor and display ② Secondary batteries ③ Advanced mobility ④ Next Generation nuclear power ⑤ Advanced biology ⑥ Aerospace and ocean engineering ⑦ Hydrogen ⑧ Cybersecurity ⑨ AI ⑩ Next generation communications ⑪ Advanced robotics ⑫ Quantum technology



Thank you!



Erwan Huon de 
Kermadec
Marie Lachapelle 
Québec Government 
Office in Brussels
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Global networking in practice
Quebec, province of Canada



Fleuve Saint-Laurent
© Tourisme Québec / Gaëlle Leroyer

20 juin 2025

The Québec RD&I Landscape
COST International Scientific Networking workshop 

Marie Lachapelle,
Scientist in residence

Erwan Kermadec, 
Scientific Affairs & Innovation Attaché



Four very distinct seasons
• From -30°C in January

to +30°C in July!

• Located in northeastern North America
• 1.67 million square kilometres

2½ x
the size 
of Texas

3 x
the size 

of France

5 x
the size 
of Japan

Territory equivalent to 

A few words about Québec 



An ambitious diplomatic network



INNOVATION, RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

• 32% of business R&D 
jobs in Canada are in Québec.

• Three of the seven most
research-intensive universities
in Canada are in Québec: 

o McGill University, 
o Université de Montréal, 
o Université Laval



The 2022-2027 Québec R&I Investment Strategy

A clear vision: Position Québec as a global leader 
through inclusive, sustainable research and 
innovation.

Over $7.5 billion (2022–2027)

Key sectors of excellence:
Artificial intelligence
Quantum technologies
Life sciences
Aerospace
Transportation electrification
Natural resources
Renewable energy



The 2022-2027 Québec R&I Investment Strategy: Priorities

Excel in research, science, and technology

Create an environment conducive to innovation

Support business investments and the commercialization of innovations

Develop talent and foster a scientific and innovation culture

Rely on promising sectors and catalyst projects



Key Players in Québec’s R&I Ecosystem

• Strategic leadership, funding, regulationGovernment of 
Québec

• World-class research and international collaborationFonds de recherche 
du Québec (FRQ)

• Financing, innovation and export support, global investment prospectingInvestissement 
Québec

• Commercialization of innovations from public researchAxelys

• Ecosystem coordinationConseil de 
l’innovation

• Applied R&D and industry collaborationRSRI & CCTTs

• Integration of research, talent, and commercializationInnovation Zones



UQTRPolytechni
que MtlUQAMConcordia 

University
Université 
Laval

McGill 
University

Université 
de Mtl

~14,000 ~10 000~39,000 ~50,000~43,000~40,000~70,000Students
1,7802551,140 2200170017002300Faculty

37 M$ 107 M$88M$ 100 M$475 M$ 699 M$700 M$Research
Funding

Sustainable
Develop, 
Health, 
Innovation

Aerospace, 
Nanotech, 
Energy

Social 
Sciences, 
Arts, Comms

Engineering, 
Arts, AI

Photonics, 
Arctic, 
Cancer, 
Microbiome

Medicine, 
Basic 
Science

Health, Life 
Sciences

Research
Strengths

Overview of Quebec Universities



More of Quebec Universities

TÉLUQÉTSENAPINRSUQATUQOUQARUQACUQTRUQAM

• Éducation à 
distance
• Techno. 
Éducatives
• Sciences 
humaines 
numériques

• Robotique et 
IA embarquée
• Systèmes 
intelligents
• Télécom
• Cybersecu.
• Génie logiciel 
et industriel

Public 
administration
• Territorial 
governance
• Public policy
• Local 
development
• Public 
management

• Eau et 
environ.
• Télécom et 
matériaux
• Santé durable
• Énergie et 
géothermie
• Risques 
naturels

• Forest ecology
• Natural 
resource
management
• Indigenous
studies
• Rural 
education
• Sustainable
mining
engineering

• Cyberpsych.
• Social 
intervention
• Forest & 
biodiversity
• AI & 
cybersecurity
• Regional
development

• Marine 
sciences
• Northern
research & 
climate
•Oceanography
• Fisheries & 
aquaculture
• Regional
development

• Aluminum & 
advanced
materials
• Northern
environment
• Community 
health
• Mining 
technologies
• Sustainable
development

• Neurodev. 
(autism, ADHD)
• Health & 
physical activity
• Education & 
learning
• Rehab & 
performance
• Emotion
regulation

• AI
Applied to Mngt
• Mental health
and trauma
•Evolutionary
genomics
• Media & 
comms
• Arts, society & 
minorities



1- Québec global overview of the AI landscape 

Montréal as a Global AI hub

• Key transatlantic partner for Europe 
on AI, data, robotics

• $ Early and robust Private and Public 
Investments in AI

• 500 companies, 45 civil society 
organisations, 25 incubators & 
accelerators

• Home to First-class AI centers 



2- Aerospace in Québec

• Québec ranks as the world's third-largest 
aerospace hub, after Toulouse and Seattle.

• Home to all three aerospace giants: Bombardier, 
Boeing, and Airbus.

• Over 235 companies make up Québec's dynamic 
aerospace ecosystem.

• Aerospace is Québec’s top export sector, 
driving innovation and global trade.

• A unique convergence of expertise, 
infrastructure, and global players in one region.



3- The Québec quantum ecosystem

Quantum communications,
digital technologies and AI
INTRIQ | Polytechnique | McGill
University | Université de 
Montréal | Centech | PRIMA |
PROMPT | Numana

Cybersecurity
CyberQuébec | In-Sec-M

The Photonic Industry
COPL | Université Laval | INO |
Entrepreneuriat Laval | Quantino

Quantum sciences 
and technologies 
IQ | Université de 
Sherbrooke | ACET | 
C2MI | 3IT | Espace 
IBM Quantique

Québec

Montréal

Sherbrooke

Gatineau

Innovation 
area



4- Québec: One of the vastest reserves of CRM in the world

1.7 million square 
meters of territory 
with 200 active 

mines, including 21 
producing mines 
and 33 mines on 

development stage.



Association Agreement to Horizon Europe

When and where ?
On July 3rd, in Montréal, the 
Canadian government and 
the European Commission 
signed an Association 
Agreement of Canada to 
Horizon Europe.

Why ?
• Direct funding from 

the Horizon Europe 
• Coordination and 

Host of projects

What ?
• Pillar II: €53.5 BN 
• Large-scale/high-impact 

projects 
• 8-12 partners average 

consortium and €3-6 
million budget



The Circle of Research and Innovation Québec-Europe

Collaborative, cross-disciplinary, cross-sector and cross-
national research and innovation network linking Québec
and Europe.

Flagship diplomacy actor based in Brussels focused on
accelerating and enhancing the competitiveness of
innovative industries.

Strategic agenda aligned with the EU’s Horizon Europe
framework programme and calls for proposals, including
CRM.

CF0



Slide 206

CF0 Peut être intéressant de mentionner le CRIQUE
Filion-Trepanier, Caroline, 2025-06-17T15:52:10.852



Québec and Europe

United by excellence, 
innovation, and a 
commitment to a 
sustainable future. 



Thank you

Let’s stay in touch !

marie.lachapelle@mri.gouv.qc.ca

erwan.huondekermadec@mri.gouv.qc.ca



Breakout session
12.30 – 13.00



Breakout session with international partners
 The breakout session serves to get a direct conversation with the

representatives of COST international partners, where you can discuss
 “how to find partners from the country”?
 “what fields of science would be most interesting to find partners

from”?
 “what is in it for my COST Action to have partners from the non-

COST countries”?
 4 break-out groups meet in different rooms to discuss.

 Please make sure to be back in the plenary room by 13.00
210



Lunch break
13.00 – 14.00



Survey

212

HTTPS://FORMS.
OFFICE.COM/E/Q
BJQ22EJWG



GROUP DISCUSSION ON 
INTERNATIONAL 
SCIENTIFIC 
NETWORKING 



214



Reflections
 How do you see geopolitics’  

impact on international 
scientific networking or if 
scientific networking would 
mitigate it

 What are your expectations 
of international scientific 
networking with global 
partners?

 How, in your view, 
international scientific 
networking can support 
Europe? 215

 What initiatives are 
emerging as a follow 
up to the workshop?

 What take-aways or 
inspirations you could 
bring back for your 
Action/ project

 How do you expect 
your Action/ project 
will benefit from that?



Survey
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THANK YOU!

NETWORKING COFFEE –
END OF THE WORKSHOP


