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DRAFT SUMMARY OF CONCLUSIONS
Subject :
177th meeting of the COST Committee of Senior Officials (CSO) held in Brussels
on 23 - 24 March 20101

The CSO President opened the meeting by introducing those attending for the first time2:
-

Dr Arja KALLIO

Finland (new CSO member)

-

Dr Janet MIFSUD

Malta (new CSO member and CNC)

1.

Adoption of the agenda
The Committee adopted the agenda as set out in CM 1893/103 dated 2 March 2010.

1
2
3

The DE and FR delegations regretted that the meeting was held without interpretation.
See complete list of participants in Annex I.
Agenda items in Annex II.

COST 4119/10

UM/amr
DG C II

1

EN

2.

Approval of Summary of Conclusions of the 176th meeting
The Committee approved the Summary of Conclusions of the previous meeting as set out in
doc. COST 4101/1/10 REV 1.

3.

COST Grant Agreement in FP7: status report
(a) Grant system for the Actions (under item 5)
(b) Use of contingencies by ESF (under item 6)
(c) COST contribution to ESF’s COSMOS system (under item 6)

4.

Mid Term Evaluation of the COST contract in FP7: Progress report
It was recalled that the financial allocation for COST provided for in the Specific Programme
Cooperation of the 7th RTD Framework Programme, was subject to a Mid-term Evaluation
(MTE) by a panel of independent experts. Based on the outcome of the MTE a decision will
be made on a possible increase of the budget for COST from 210 M€ to up to 250 M€.
The President mentioned that from the COST side the Panel had interviewed the CSO
President, the CSO Vice-President, 3 CSO members, 4 COST DC Chairs and the Chair of the
TDP-SAB and the Head of the COST Secretariat.
The Committee was informed of the substantial number of documents that had been provided
to the Panel as basis for its work, i.a. the Monfret report (2007), Kneucker report (2008),
SWOT analysis (2009), COST Impact Assessment (2009) and COST Customer Satisfaction
Study (2010). Furthermore, the President had prepared a document as response to the
recommendations of the "Monfret report". It was noted that the full report from the ESF to the
MTE had not been made available to the CSO following a request by the ESF.
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The Commission representative informed the Committee of the timetable of the exercise.
Hearings of various stakeholders had taken place by mid-March. The target date for the Panel
to deliver its report was 14 May 2010. It was estimated that the report could be available for
the CSO the following week, possibly 19 May 2010.
The Committee congratulated the COST Office for the well-balanced progress report on
COST achievements for the MTE, submitted to the ESF as a basis for its report to the MTE.
5.

Structure and functioning of the COST Office
The COST Office Director gave a presentation4 on the structure and functioning of the COST
Office. Particular attention was given to the situation with the human resources at the COST
Office, where notably several key posts were currently not occupied, in particular Head of
Science Operations, legal advisor and financial controller. New legal advisor had been
recruited as from 3 May 2010, but other posts were still under recruitment process.
The Committee was also informed that
- the migration to the Grant system was advancing well and even ahead of schedule, i.e. to
be completed by mid-2011. 60% of the Actions were currently in the Grant system;
- the mandates of Domain Committees (DC) would expire on 1 June 2010 and delegations
should nominate members to the DCs by 31 March 2010 at the latest by the on-line tool5;
and that
- the process towards a new amendment to the grant agreement (as from 2 June 2010) should
be launched as soon as possible between the ESF and the Commission, in order to avoid
any cashflow problems in the COST operations.

4
5

The presentation is available on the CSO website.
Including representatives to the TDP/SAB, in accordance with the new Guidelines, see
doc. COST 4115/10.
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The Committee decided to ask the ESF and the European Commission to establish the
amendment to the ESF-EC Grant Agreement for COST for the period June 2010 - June 2011
as soon as possible so as to avoid any discontinuity in the funding of COST research
activities.
6.

Report WG Implications
Dr Gorlicki (FR), in his capacity as Co-Chair of the COST-ESF WG Implications6, gave an
oral report to the Committee, following the WG meeting that had been held on 5 March 2010.
Minutes of the meeting would be made available in due course, once they had been mutually
agreed between the two parties. Following its mandate the WG had started to examine the
implications (financial, human, structural) of the possible transition from the ESF to a new
implementing agent, should COST choose this option in the future. The WG had also
addressed the question of contingencies that had been built during the FP6 contract7. The
Committee was informed that further meetings were scheduled for 27 April and 20 May 2010.
During an exchange of views several delegations addressed the concerns regarding the
possible gap between the amendments to the Grant agreement in June 2010 and the financial
and operational consequences. It was understood that the contractor had not yet prepared the
proposal for the next amendment and the question was raised as to what extent this would be
due to the possible need to include decommissioning costs to the amendment proposal, in case
of a change of the implementing agent. Questions were raised regarding the responsibility of
the parties to guarantee smooth and flawless COST operations and also regarding possible
consequences, if failing to do so.
In this context the Commission representative recalled the Commission position that the
arrangement with the current implementing agent should remain in place until the end of FP7.
He raised concerns regarding the consequences of a possible earlier change of the contractor.
He noted that should a change occur in 2011, the time remaining before June 2010 to prepare
and negotiate an amendment of the Grant Agreement and to amend the relevant Work
Programme is likely to be insufficient. It was recalled that the Commission services attended
the WG Implications meeting as an observer.

6
7

Established by the CSO at its 176th meeting, doc. COST 4101/1/10 REV 1.
See doc. COST 4112/10, p. 3.
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In this context the Belgian delegate reiterated the request that the WG should also examine
questions related to the VAT issues.
The President thanked Dr Gorlicki for the oral report, stating that the minutes would
hopefully soon be available to the Committee. The Committee would be informed of further
developments at its next meeting in May.
7.

Report WG Networks
Prof. Bartzis (EL), as the Co-Chair of the COST-ESF WG Networks8, reported to the
Committee on the WG meeting of 9 February 2010 which he considered having been very
constructive. The position paper of the COST delegation (“COST for networks, ESF for
programmes”) as well as the agreed minutes of the meeting had been made available to CSO
delegations. It was noted that the respective position papers by the ESF were not available
outside the WG. The next meetings of the WG Networks are scheduled for 9 April and
11 May 2010 in Brussels.
The President thanked Prof. Bartzis for report, noting that the CSO would be informed of
further developments at its next meeting in May.

8.

COST-ESF relationship9
- COST Office Director
The President recalled the recent exchange of letters in this context10. He noted that no
response had been given by the ESF regarding the situation of the COST Office Director and
the reporting lines between the COST Office and ESF Strasbourg.

8
9
10

Established by the CSO at its 176th meeting, doc. COST4101/1/10 REV 1.
The COST Office representatives were not present during the discussion on item 8.
Annexes III, IV, V and VI.
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The CSO unanimously agreed to reiterate its request to the ESF to:
-

insist on avoiding any double reporting lines, in agreement with the COST-ESF MoU11,
in order to have clear responsibilities in achieving the contractual objectives;

-

ask the ESF to immediately re-establish the delegation of the COST Office Director
until the end of the present assignment until 31 August 2010 under the terms of this
agreement, ensuring that all COST Office staff report to him with immediate effect;

-

request the ESF to extend the delegation of the current Director until the end of FP7
Grant agreement between the European Commission and ESF; and to

-

ask the ESF to give as soon as possible reassurance to the CSO President that, on the
above basis, the management and operation of the COST Office, in full compliance with
the COST-ESF MoU, has been restored.

The Committee agreed to inform the ESF President, the ESF Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
and the members of the ESF Governing Council of this request.
9.

Legal Status of COST
The President recalled the previous discussions by the Committee on the COST Legal Status
and the documentation12 that had been made available to delegations. The JAF Group had
discussed the question and agreed upon a proposal to the CSO set out in doc. COST 4107/10
regarding the establishment of a COST Office Association (COA) and its designation as the
COST implementing agent after a transitional period. The President invited delegations to
indicate, if they could agree to the proposal. In the absence of consensus, the President
proceeded to a vote. At the end of the vote he concluded that 9 delegations13 out of the total
35 delegations were not in favour of the proposal and therefore the qualified majority (27) had
not been reached.

11
12
13

Doc. COST 262/02.
Doc. COST 4107/10, COST 4106/10, COST 4102/10.
AT, BE, IE, NL, NO, PL, PT, SI and UK.
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The President recalled that the "Monfret Report" had suggested two options for COST legal
status, either the creation of a legal entity or that the ESF would take over COST. He asked
the Committee to state their positions regarding the 2nd option, i.e. a possible takeover of
COST by the ESF.
The Committee unanimously agreed to reject the solution of ESF taking over COST.
The President circulated a compromise proposal (Annex VII) as a room document. The
Committee agreed to return to this agenda item on the 2nd meeting day.

(continuation of discussion on 24 March 2010)
The Committee discussed the draft compromise proposal by the President. During the
discussion some delegations noted that they had no instructions regarding the new proposal
and therefore could not state their final position at this meeting. While some delegations were
wondering why there was an urgent need to establish a COA, some delegations underlined
their belief that such a legal entity would strengthen the COST position in negotiations with
the ESF. Some delegations also called for further clarifications on the legal and financial
aspects concerned.
In this context the Commission representative, while noting that setting up a legal entity was a
separate question from designating it as the implementing agent, outlined the procedure to be
followed in the latter step. He recalled that COA, if designated as COST implementing agent,
and in case its participation is not guaranteed by Member State(s)/Associated Country(/ies),
would need to undergo a financial viability check by the Commission services before any
agreement could be concluded. Under the present (FP7) regulations it would most likely be
deemed 'financially weak' in which case the legal entity could provide a guarantee equivalent
to the above-referred state guarantees. It was at present impossible to foresee what regulation
might apply in the next Framework Programme.
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The Committee examined the compromise proposal and several amendments to the text were
proposed. The Committee decided to launch a written procedure of approval, expiring on
14 April 2010, on the basis of the draft decision (Annex VIII14)15.
10.

Preparation of the COST Ministerial Conference 2010
- Draft Declaration
The Spanish delegate informed the Committee that the COST Ministerial Conference (MC)
was scheduled for 14 - 15 June 2010 to be held in Palma de Mallorca. The programme was
currently under preparation, pending in particular on the ongoing discussions and future
decisions on COST legal status. On a provisional basis, she indicated that the "Future of
COST" could be a broad topic for the MC.

11.

Appointment of a JAF member
The President recalled that the Committee had appointed Dr Julia KIPPER-ALBERTINI (DE)
as a JAF member in June 2008 for a mandate of three years. However, she had later resigned
from the CSO and consequently from the JAF Group. The Committee agreed to the
President's proposal, as set out in doc. COST 4109/10, to appoint Ms Marion WOLPERS
(DE) as a member of the JAF Group for the remaining period of the mandate, i.e. until June
2011.

14

15

The final text for the draft decision, doc. COST 4117/10, also takes account of written
amendments proposed by the set deadline on 30 March 2010.
The draft decision was not agreed by the Committee in the written procedure, two delegations
having maintained their reservations on the proposal.
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12.

COST Fund
(a)

Statement of revenue and expenditure 2009
The Secretariat presented the Statement of revenue and expenditure for 2009 set out in
doc. COST 4104/10.
The Committee
- took note of the oral report of the auditors appointed by the CSO, Professor
Jaroslav Cihlar (CZ) and Dr Helga Mieling (AT), and
- endorsed the recommendation by the auditors to give discharge to the Secretariat for
the financial year 2009 based on the Statement set out in doc. COST 4104/10 and the
audit carried out on 28 January 2010.

(b)

Estimates of revenue and expenditure for 2010
The Committee approved the draft estimates of expenditure and revenue for the
financial year 2010 set out in doc. COST 4104/10, p.3.

(c)

Designation of auditors for the COST Fund for 2010
The President informed the Committee that the current auditors, the Czech delegate
Professor Cihlar and the Austrian delegate, Dr Mieling, would not be available to
continue as auditors of the COST Fund in 2010. The President thanked both auditors for
having taken the responsibility to carry out this task during several years.
Following the proposal by the JAF Group, set out in doc. COST 4110/10, the
Committee appointed Ms Lieve VAN DAELE (BE) and Dr Eva KLAPER (CH) as
auditors for the COST Fund for the financial year 2010.
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13.

Revision of COST Guidelines
The Vice-President, as the Chair of the WG Guidelines (WGG), presented the draft "Revised
Guidelines for Assessment, Monitoring, Evaluation and Dissemination of Results of COST
Actions" and the draft "COST Guidelines for the organisation of the Annual Progress
Conference" that had been prepared by the WGG, examined by the JAF Group at its meeting
on 24 - 25 February 2010 and were now proposed to the CSO for approval. He also presented
a draft document on "Action assignment methodology per domain" and suggested that the
JAF Group could examine the draft at its next meeting on 28 - 29 April 2010.
With one addition16 to the document as proposed by the Vice-President, the Committee
approved the new Guidelines17 and agreed that they would enter into force as from the next
Collection Date on 24 September 2010. Furthermore, the Committee agreed to the Draft
COST Guidelines for the organisation of the Annual Progress Conference (APC), set out in a
separate document18.
The Committee concluded by inviting the Chair of the WGG to present a draft document
"COST Code of Conduct" to the next JAF Group for examination. The WGG should also
continue examining the question of approval of Actions of strategic importance. The JAF
would also examine the draft document on “Action assignment methodology per domain” at
its next meeting in April 2010.

16

17
18

Conflict of interest, adding the sentence: "No CSO member should be in the position to appoint
him/herself to another COST Committee."
Final version as set out in doc. COST 4115/10.
Final version as set out in doc. COST 4116/10.
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14.

COST Strategy for Cooperation with institutions from non-COST countries
(a)

Progress Report of the WG

-

Ms WARD, the Chair of the WG on COST Strategy for International cooperation,
gave a progress report to the Group set out in doc. COST 4113/10. Two priorities
for the work had been identified by the WG:

-

streamlining procedures for participation of non-COST country institutions
through a web-based application process, and

-

the general COST policy for full membership in COST.

The Committee agreed to the proposal to ask the COST Office to establish a web-based
procedure to process the non-COST institutions applications for participation in COST
Actions as set out in doc. COST 4113/10. The procedure will be specified in "Rules and
Procedures for implementing COST Actions", doc. COST 270/07, and will be applied once
the technical provisions have been implemented.
It was proposed that the WG could also include a chapter in its report on the reciprocal
agreements. The WG could also consider how COST could possibly contribute in creating
"COST-like" mechanisms outside Europe, i.e. how to "export" the COST model. The
President concluded by inviting the WG to give a further status report to a forthcoming
CSO meeting.
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(b)

Request from Argentina for a reciprocal agreement with COST
The Committee agreed to the request from the Ministry of Science, Technology and
Innovative Production of Argentina for a reciprocal agreement with COST. The
Ministry has designated the National Direction of International Relations as
implementing agent for the reciprocal agreement. The dedicated annual budget from
both sides would be 30.000€ for 2 years, after which an assessment of the agreement
would be presented to the CSO. The Committee asked the COST Office to prepare for
an agreement accordingly19.

15.

Presentation of the COST Domain Committees
The Chairs of the COST Domain Committees20 had been invited to the meeting for a
dedicated session to present the most important success stories of their respective Domains
during the past 4 years as well as their views on the most promising and interesting fields for
future research activities21. They had also been invited to give their views on the future of
COST. The unanimous message from the Chairs – which they stressed was backed by the
scientific community of their respective domains - was the support for an independent COST.

19
20

21

In this context it was recalled that defence R&D is out of the scope of COST.
Biomedicine and Molecular Biosciences (BMBS), Chemistry and Molecular Sciences and
Technologies (CMST), Earth System Science and Environmental Management (ESSEM), Food
and Agriculture (FA), Forests, their Products and Services (FPS), Individuals, Societies,
Cultures and Health (ISCH), Information and Communication Technologies (ICT), Materials,
Physical and Nanosciences (MPNS), Transport and Urban Development (TUD) and the
Transdomain Proposals Standing Assessment Body (TDP-SAB).
The presentations are available on the COST website: http://www.cost.eu/
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16.

CSO Presidency: state of play (item for discussion)22
It was recalled that the deadline for submitting candidatures as CSO President was set for
29 March 2010. The Committee was informed of the letters received by the COST Secretariat
so far23. The election of the President would be held at the CSO meeting in May, with a
mandate starting as from 21 June 2010.
It was also recalled that the mandate of the Vice-President would expire in October 2010. It
was proposed to extend the mandate until the CSO meeting in December, at which the
election could take place. The JAF Group will discuss the question at its meeting on 28 29 April 2010.

17.

Information from the CSO Presidency
The CSO President informed the Committee that
-

the new web address www.cost.eu is now accessible, and that

-

Dr Gorlicki would represent CSO at the Training School jointly organised by COST
Action IS0801 and their Australian partners on 11 - 16 April in Melbourne, Australia24.
The event is co-funded by the Australian government and COST and it is the first
training school in the context of an Action to be held outside Europe.

The CSO Vice-President informed the Committee of his welcome address to the Annual
Progress Conference for the BMBS Domain held in Athens on 2 - 5 March 2010.

22

23
24

This item was chaired by the CSO Vice-President, CSO President not being present during the
discussion.
Copies were distributed as room documents and are also available on the CSO website.
The travel expenses of Dr Gorlicki will be covered by the COST Fund.
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18.

Information from
-

Delegations25
None.

-

COST Office
=

strategic scientific initiatives

=

COST Seminars, COST Office activities and future events

The COST Office informed the Committee of the ongoing initiatives as set out in the
notes dated 16 March 201026. The Committee was informed that the JAF Group had
approved a new COST Strategic Workshop: "Foresight on Future Demand for Forestbased Products and Services" by written procedure on 15 March 2010.
The COST Office recalled that COST had approved its participation in an ESF Forward
Look initiative "Responses to Environmental and Societal Challenges for our Unstable
Earth - RESCUE", conditional upon re-labelling the initiative as a joint "Frontiers of
Science"27 and that an equal presence of COST in the organising committee and
working groups should be guaranteed. It seems that these conditions have not been met
and the COST Office asked the Committee for guidance on this matter. The President
asked the COST Office to provide JAF Group all relevant information so that the
question could be examined by the JAF at its meeting on 28 - 29 April 2010.
-

COST Secretariat
None.

-

Commission
None.

25

26
27

At the request of the German delegation the presentation of German COST Study carried out
by Technopolis in 2009 was postponed to the next CSO meeting.
The notes are available on the CSO website.
In accordance with the Addendum to the MoU between COST and ESF, doc. COST 291/06.
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19.

JAF decisions on Action-related items
(a)

Requests for participation of institutions from non-COST countries
The Committee took note of the decision by the JAF Group, at its meeting on 24 25 February 2010, to approve the requests for participation of institutions from nonCOST countries as set out in doc. COST 4111/10.
In response to the request by the Commission representative the COST Office agreed to
provide statistical information regarding the level of participation of non-COST
institutions in COST Actions.

(b)

Requests for extension of COST Actions
The Committee took note of the decision by the JAF Group, at its meeting on 24 25 February 2010, to approve the following requests for extension of COST Actions
with no budget implications:
MP0601

Short Wavelength Laboratory Sources (6 months)

IE0601 Wood Science for Conservation of Cultural Heritage (WoodCultHer) (6 months)
541
20.

Semi-Solid Processing of Steels (6 months)

Reports on
- COST Impact Assessment
- Customer Satisfaction Study
The COST Office recalled that the two studies: "COST Impact Assessment" and "COST
Customer Satisfaction Study" were contractual obligations and had been submitted to the
Mid-term Evaluation Panel. The positive outcome of the studies was briefly summarised.
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The President concluded by inviting delegations to examine the studies and to come up with
proposals on issues arising from the studies that delegations would like to be discussed in
depth by the Committee. The reports would be included in the agenda of the next JAF
meeting.
21.

Future meetings
The Committee examined the list of future meetings as set out in doc. COST 4108/10. The
Committee agreed upon a change to the dates of the next CSO meeting. The meeting is now
scheduled for 25 and 26 May 2010 in Riga, Latvia. Furthermore, the Committee agreed to
schedule an additional JAF meeting for 21 May 2010 in Brussels, in order to examine the
results of the COST mid-term evaluation in preparation of the 178th CSO meeting.

22.

Any other business
The Vice-President summarised the discussions at the informal networking session of the
COST National Coordinators (CNC) that had been held on 23 March 2010. Many practical
questions had been raised, such as how to improve the interaction with the COST Office and
to enhance its support to CNCs, or how to exchange best practices between CNCs. The VicePresident noted that there seems to be demand for this kind of informal sessions. He proposed
that such sessions could be held in the context of a CSO meeting, e.g. once a year, perhaps in
a more structured way, e.g. calling for advance input from the CNCs as basis for discussion.

_______________
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(postponed to the next CSO meeting)
COST Office
=
strategic scientific initiatives
=
COST Seminars, COST Office activities and future events
COST Secretariat
Commission
JAF decisions on Action-related items
(a) Requests for participation of institutions from non-COST countries
(b) Requests for extension of COST Actions
Reports on
- COST Impact Study for the Mid-term Evaluation in 2010
- Customer Satisfaction Survey
Future meetings
Any other business
_________________
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ANNEX VII

CONSIDERATIONS ACCOMPANYING THE COMPROMISE PROPOSAL
BY THE CSO PRESIDENT
1.

Of the two recommendations of the Monfret Report related to the COST Governance (either
COST creates an independent legal entity or ESF takes over COST) the COST CSO
unanimously rejected the solution of ESF taking over. Consequently only the solution of
creating an independent legal entity for COST is left.

2.

The COST delegation in the COST-ESF High Level Group reported to the CSO during the
174th CSO meeting (Doc. COST 253/09) that after FP7 the Status Quo was not a viable solution
anymore since the ESF does not accept to be the implementing agent of COST under the same
conditions but wants to take full responsibility of the scientific activities of COST.

3.

The WG “Implications” examines the implications of passing from one implementing agent
(ESF) to another (COA) and in the proposal this will happen only at the end of FP7.

4.

The establishment of COA as soon as possible will ensure a strong position of COST in the
negotiations with ESF (presently the COST-ESF MoU is simply a gentlemen's agreement).

5.

The proposal of establishing a COA respects the wish of 26 COST Member States ( 75% of the
COST Member States)

6.

The proposal allows a long period of about three years before the COA would act as COST
implementing agent and ensures the continuity in the Directorate of the COST Office in
Brussels

7.

The proposal of keeping the ESF as implementing agent until the end of FP7 goes in the
direction of the wish of the European Commission and avoids the possibility that COST could
be unduly held responsible for a termination of the ESF-EC contract before the end of FP7.

8.

The proposal solves the present block of the COST decisions, gives credibility to the COST
Governance and increases the chances of a positive evaluation of the Panel for the Mid Term
Evaluation of COST in FP7 in view of the additional sum of 40M€.
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COMPROMISE PROPOSAL BY THE CSO PRESIDENT

The COST CSO taking account of:
-

the letter of the ESF President and the ESF CEO dated 22 December 2009
the recommendation of the JAF Group (COST doc. 4107/10)
the letter of the ESF CEO dated 15 March 2010

decided:
-

to establish an independent legal entity in the form of an international non-profit making
Association under Belgian law ("AISBL", association internationale sans but lucratif)
denominated “COST Office Association” (COA) calling on all interested COST member
states to arrange for the setting up of this COA as soon as possible

-

to ask the COST CSO President to convene and chair the first meeting of the General
Assembly of the COA by the end of May 2010 at the latest and to authorise him to use up to
EUR 20 000 from the COST Fund to that effect

-

to confirm the ESF as COST implementing agent until the end of a transition period which
could last until the end of FP7 under the following conditions: to adhere to the COST-ESF
MoU (COST doc. 262/02 ) and its Addendum( COST doc. 291/06); to ensure the continuity
of the Directorate of the COST Office in Brussels by prolonging the appointment of its
present Director under the terms of his original assignment agreement until the end of the
transition period

-

to designate the COA as COST Implementing Agent to fully assume this task at the end of
the transition period

-

to call on the ESF and the European Commission to ensure a smooth transition from the ESF
to COA

-

to ask the ESF and the European Commission to establish the amendment to the ESF-EC
Grant Agreement for COST for the period June 2010 - June 2011 as soon as possible so as
to avoid any discontinuity in the funding of COST research activities

-

to ask the COST Secretariat to forward this decision to the ESF President, the ESF CEO and
to the members of the ESF Governing Council asking for an urgent reply as a result the
meeting of the ESF Governing Council on 23 April 2010.
_____________
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ANNEX VIII

DRAFT CSO DECISION

"The COST CSO taking account of:
-

the letter of the ESF President and the ESF CEO dated 22 December 2009
the recommendation of the JAF Group (doc. COST 4107/10)
the letter of the ESF CEO dated 15 March 2010

agreed:
-

to confirm the ESF as COST implementing agent until the end of FP7;

-

to ask the ESF and the European Commission to establish the amendment to the ESF-EC
Grant Agreement for COST for the period June 2010 - June 2011 as soon as possible so as
to avoid any discontinuity in the funding of COST research activities;

-

to note the possible decision of interested COST Member States to establish an independent
legal entity in the form of an international non-profit making Association under Belgian law
("AISBL", association internationale sans but lucratif) denominated “COST Office
Association” (COA);

-

to ask the COST Secretariat to forward this declaration to the European Commission, the
ESF President, the ESF CEO and to the members of the ESF Governing Council asking for
an urgent reply."

_________________
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