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Cultural Literacy in Contemporary Europe - 4th Workshop:
Electronic Textuality

Location Istanbul, Turkey
Date 15-16June 2010
Calendarfile [&].vcs [i&].ics

The age of computers and telecommunications that we are living
in has generated new sites and forms of literacy, a new visual and
techno-oral culture fast replacing the culture of the book.

Listservs, chat rooms, discussion boards,
instant messages, and the web, to name but a
few, have enabled forms of discursivity that
are unfettered by regional and national borders
and challenge the boundaries established by
print culture between the private and the public,
the author and the reader, the aesthetic and
the instrumental. ‘The end of the book’ in this sense is not only and
simply the disappearance of the book as an object, but a radical
restructuring of the institutions that surround it — institutions such as
the library, the university, intellectual property laws, and literature itself.

The workshop on electronic textuality aims to contribute to an
understanding of the new forms of cultural literacy and the institutional
changes they necessitate by exploring the questions that the electronic
word poses for literary and cultural studies and by delineating the forms
of textuality, rhetoricity, fictionality, and historicity embodied by
electronic texts.

Some of the strategic imperatives that may be addressed in this
context are:

= What features of textuality in general do electronic texts make

more conspicuous?

What happens to the distinctions between high and low culture,

commercial or aesthetic usage, artistic or chance creation in the

face of the possibilities and threats presented by electronic

textuality ?

What forms of rhetorical analysis are called for by the malleable,

playful, and selfconscious textual surface of the electronic text?

= How do electronic texts teach us to see earlier works of literature
in new ways?

= How do contemporary literary works exploit the new radical

interactivity and other possibilities offered by digital technology and

new practices of electronic communication?

What happens to the notions of authorship, the reading public, and

intellectual property in the face of the collaborative, never finalized,

radically uncontrollable nature of electronic texts?

Do electronic texts create a new ‘orality’ and a participatory sense

of community?

In what ways do electronic texts disrupt the intimate links between

author and work, voice and self?

= What impact does this disruption have on contemporary notions of
selfhood, humanism and the humanities?

Invited experts

Prof. Espen Aarseth - Univ. of Copenhagen, DK
Dr. Lanfranco Aceti - Sabanci University, TR

Prof. Kevin Barnhurst - University of lllinois, US
Prof. Naomi Baron - American University, US
Prof. Ziva Ben-Porat - Tel Aviv University, IL
Jacques Dubucs — University of Paris I, FR

Prof. Anna Esposito — IIASS, IT

Prof. Kathleen Fitzpatrick - Pomona College, US
Prof. Leopoldina Fortunati - University of Udine, IT
Prof. Sibel Irzik - Sabanci University, TR

Dr. Laura Malone - National University of Ireland, IE
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Initiative Chaired by
Dr. Marc Caball
University College, Dublin, IE

Prof. Naomi Segal
IGRS, University of London, UK

Workshop Chaired by

Prof Leopoldina Fortunati
University of Udine, IT

Prof Sibel Irzik
Sabanci University, TR

Events of the Series

¥ 1st Workshop: Remembering and
Forgetting

¥ 2nd Workshop: Biopolitics, Biosociality and
the Body

¥ 3rd Workshop: Cultural Migration
¥ 4th Workshop: Electronic Textuality
¥ Synthesis Workshop

Steering Committee

Prof Leopoldina Fortunati
University of Udine, IT

Prof Margaret Kelleher
National University of Ireland, Maynooth, |E

Prof Daniela Koleva
University of Sofia, BG

Prof Ulrike Landfester
University of St Gallen, CH

Prof Lea Rojola
University of Turku, FI

Prof Sibel Irzik
Sabanci University, TR

Contact Information

Francesca Boscolo

Science Officer

COST Office

Avenue Louise 149

B-1050 Brussels

Belgium

Tel. +32 2 533 3830

F francesca.boscolo@cost.eu
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= Dr. Rivki Ribak - University of Haifa, IL

= Dr. Mauro Sarrica - University of Padova, IT

= Dr. Susan Schreibman - Digital Humanities Observatory, IE
= Prof. Naomi Segal - University of London, UK

= James Stewart - University of Edinburgh, UK

= Edward Vanhoutte - Schol. Edit& Document St., BE

= Olga Vershinskaya - Russian Academy of Sciences, RU

= Prof. Milena Zic-Fuchs - University of Zagreb, HR

= Prof. Rob Waller — University of Reading, UK
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