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FPS COST Action E21

Contribution of forests and forestry to
mitigate greenhouse effects

Descriptions are provided by the Actions directly via e-COST.

The objective of COST Action E21 has been to develop a commonly
agreed carbon accounting strategy concerning the contribution of
European forests in achieving the commitments taken in the Kyoto
Protocol.

After comprehensively reviewing the existing national reporting
systems, a Working Group of COST Action E21 has successfully
developed a strategy allowing the comparison, as well as the
harmonisation of the data provided by the very divergent national
carbon stock inventory methods used in the forest/wood products
sectors. This strategy has been recognised as an established method
by the IPCC and will be used by the member countries in reporting for
the Kyoto Protocol. Particular improvements have been achieved on a
European level in the estimation of the stem volume and the biomass
of different tree species as well as the assessment of the soil carbon
content.

Furthermore, the Action successfully reviewed the effects of forest
management on carbon sequestration in order to identify forest
management strategies that could enhance carbon mitigation.
Potentials for sequestration management in European forests have
been assessed and the impacts of various forest management
activities have been examined. By analyzing the CO2 reduction
potential of wood arising from the substitution of other materials as well
as studying the economic and social implications of carbon mitigation
strategies in forest management COST Action E21 has contributed
actively to the ongoing policy processes at national, regional and global
level.

Researchers cooperating in COST Action E21 have been successful in
launching a large research project on Multi-source inventory methods
for quantifying carbon stocks and stock changes in European forests
(Carbolnvent) under FP5. By providing European wide harmonised data
COST Action E21 has also erected networks with several other EU
funded projects, such as CarboAge, Forcast, Carboeuroflux, Aerocarb,
and CarboEurope.

ESF provides the COST
Office through a European

The Council of the European
Union provides the COST
Secretariat
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General Information*

Chair of the Action:
Dr Timo KARJALAINEN (Fl)

Science officer of the Action:
Ms Melae LANGBEIN

Administrative officer of the Action:
Ms Cassia AZEVEDO

Downloads*

Action Fact Sheet
Download AFS as .RTF

Memorandum of Understanding
Download MoU as PDF

Websites*

Action website:
http://www.efi.fi/coste21

Domain website:
http://www.cost.eu/fps

* powered by e-COST

Publications

» Fifth Plenary Meeting of COST E21 - The
Role of Forest for Mitigating Greenhouse
Gas Emissions, Programme and Abstracts
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